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At the annual school board meeting that year, a recommended
budget passed upon, whereby money could be used to purchase a
home for the principal of the schools. This had been a real problem
for the past few years and the only solution was for the board
to secure and buy a house for this purpose.

Paul Lebrecht bought out George Staley in the grocery business.

Mr. Staley had been in the grocery business in Belleville for twenty
years.

Joe Sarbacker and Harley Short, 4H boys who had stock exhibits at
the Stoughton Fair, were told they could not stay on the grounds over
night. Taking a blanket, the boys found a cemetary where they didn't
think they would be bothered and lying the blanket amongst the stones,
they enjoyed a good night's sleep.

In August, Belleville had what was known as a produce company.

The owners, Mr. Earl Williams and Son of Chicago, opened their
business here as a branch of thelr Chicago firm. They would buy at
highest prices eggs and poultry.

President Harry Truman announced Tuesday, August 14, at six p.m.
that fighting in World War || had ended. Belleville received the news
enthusiastically, but in a rather quiet manner. The Pet Milk factory and
village sirens blew. All the church bells rang. After these had quieted
down, children got on their bicycles with cans tied to them and cars began
driving through the sfreet honking their horns. Eddie Gillette got out a
contraption that surpassed the siren for noise. Later on, Lester
Willoughby connected a loud speaker on the radio, and everyone could hear

what was going on in Madlson. Church services were held in the Methodist
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and Catholic churches during the evening. Taverns were immediately
closed upon receiving the news and other business places followed
shortly. |t was with a greal deal of feeling of thankfulness and prayer
that Belleville people received the news. Belleville had given the Iives
of six boys in the war and one boy was still missing in action.

Two Belleville boys worked at the atomic bomb plant. John
Eckstein had been employed at Wilmington, Déleware as a chemical
engineer. He could never reveal what his job was, except that it was
of a highly secret nature and very vital to the war. He said
it had been a very nervous and strenuous job. Paul Fahey had also
been connected with the plant at Oak Ridge, Tennessee. He had sent
clippings home from the paper telling of the extreme secrecy.

' Belleville welcomed a new business as Karl Kleinschmidt took
over management of the drug store from Ronald Brown.

August 24: Ad in the BELLEVILLE RECORDER read: "For sale-
eight room house with two lots-$2500. Inquire at the Recorder."

In September, three Belleville boys entered the University of
Wisconsin: Ken Flanagan in commercial art and Mark Fritz and Richard
Francois entered the School of Engineering.

Congress voted to end war time daylight savings time on
September 30.

For the first time in four years Willoughby Radio Shop had for
sale electric heating pads, electric lanterns, electric alarm clocks,
and automatic flatirons. You had to register for a new appliance.

The village set their share of the budget at $16,400 for 1946.

Some men returned home from the armed services, but the BELLEVILLE
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RECORDER vowed to send the paper to all servicemen until everyone

was home.

In November, the last war loan went into effect. The slogan was
"They finished their job; let's finish ours.”

Gertrude Ziehli left for nurse's training in Freeport, |llinois
and Marilyn Brunner was to enter the Marquette School of Nursing.

Claudette Loughed entertained eighteen friends at a Halloween
party.

Arthur Flanagan and Philip Fahey were elected co-captains of the
footbal |l team that season.

Mrs. Minne Jordon observed her eighty-ninth birthday in November
1945. Mrs. Jordan was born in Dayton in the days when Indians
camped on the banks of the Sugar River. For a nickel she was
permitted to see the papooses, and she remembered how the squaws
cooked turtle eggs for food.

General Electric made a movie of the Citizens State Bank personnel
and some farmers of the area. The purpose of the movie was to show
the possibilities and advantages of electricity on farms. They
wanted to bring out the fact that farmers using electricity in so many
different ways were the money making farmers. Those appearing in the
picture were Walter Schindler, Fred Schrepfer and Robert Fahey, Sr.

Clifford Scott observed his twenty-fifth anniversary with the
Citizens State Bank.

More than four hundred students and alumni of the University of
Wisconsin lost thelr lives in the defense of our freedom in World War II.

Belleville celebrated the first "Old Time" Christmas in three years



48

sponsored by the Community Club. There was caroling, lighting the
Christmas tree in the park, and a visit from Santa Claus.
At the close of 1945, Cloyance Zentner had purchased an interest

in the restaurant from Herman Duerst.



