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Fourteen year old Jack Hofmaster got a real thrill when he
hooked and landed an eel thirty six inches long, and weighlng five
pounds. The eel put up quite a fight, and it was almost a mans job
to get it on shore, but Jack managed I+. The eel was caught close to
the bridge at the entrance to Fireman's park.

As August came on the calendar, dim outs were observed in small
communities. The first practice dim out in Belleville was declared
a big success. Belleville was practically one hundred percent
as far as blackout was concerned. A four of the village by official
observance failed fo reveal any lights showing. Only street lights
remained on. E. M. Disch was the chief air raid warden. He had four
assistants, Ollver Maas, Arthur Argue, Henry Fischer, and Vernon
Ross.

At the annual school board meeting, the voters of the Belleville
School district voted to erect a farm shop and bus garage at a
cost not to exceed five thousand dollars. Fifty three votes were
cast. Thirty nine for and thirteen against the issue. There was
one blank vote. A building committee was chosen by the voters
present to work with the school board on the project. Those on the
committee were Warren Rolfe, Joe Voegli, and Lauren Kleppe. The
board was authorized to borrow five thousand dollars for the farm
shop and bus garage and three hundred fifty dollars for tools and
equipment for the farm shop.

One week specials at the Becker Furniture Store: One maple
three piece suite - fifty-seven dollars and seventy-five cents,
one walnut finished three piece suite - seventy-five dollars, and one

solid walnut three plece set - one hundred forty-five dollars.
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Brown's Drugstore advertised soldiers duffel bags fiftted with
fine products. These duffel bags contained tooth powder, antiseptic,
shaving cream, lotion, foot powder. Complete for only eighty-nine
cents. Something every soldier will need and appreciate.

Belleville had its first snowfall of the season on September 25
in 1942,

By October |, sixty-five men from Belleville and the vicinity
were in the armed services. Twenty-two, or one third of them were
serving on ships or foreign soll.

The new war time nickel was put to use, and the 0. P. A. at
this point in time set the driving speed at thirty-five miles per
hour.

Lucille Ryan had scarlet fever and was quarantined at home.

Near the end of October the Belleville Girl Scouts collected
old keys to be turned as scrap to be used In some worthy project.

The ladles of the Open Bible Class collected old furs and
furpieces to be used to line the coats of Merchant Marines.

Gas was rationed. The basic rationing consisted of thirty-
two gallons per car every two months for Wisconsin moforists.

Ruth and Sylvia Andereg, piano accordian students of Rudy
Burkhalter, were featured on radio station W. I|. B. A.

Burnell Wallom was a winner in the Manitowish Waters [942
patriotic fishing contest for fthe summer season. He caught a black
bass weighing four pounds and six ounces. He recelved third place
honors. His prize was fifteen dollars in savings stamps for his

catechs.

Belleville played fifteen games that basketball season.
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Private transportation was sought since there was no gas allotment

for athletic events. The athletic department of the schoo! and

members of the team made an appeal to the fathers of team members

as well as any other sports minded people to volunteer to drive for
just one trip. Twenty-two hopefuls showed up for the first organized
practice. Of this group there were five lettermen. They were

Delbert Schneider, Paul Ryan, Art Babler, Robert Schmetter, and Mark
Fritz. Two of the leftermen were out temporarily because of

scarlet fever. They were Paul Ryan and Robert Schmetter. They did not
see action until later in the season.

November brought news that the I|llinois Central Railroad
would construct a new depot located on the west side of the +racks.
It would be completed in January of 1943,

To help further the war effort the Boy Scouts visited all homes
in the village and collected old clocks. Thirty-five alarm clocks
were collected and sold to Mr. Wischoff, the jewler. They
collected $7.55 for their days work.

Japan launched thelir fourth attempt to take the Solomon |slands.

The president signed legislation lowering the draft to eighteen.

Coffee rationing went into effect in November 1942. One
pound every five weeks was allowed for every person who was fifteen
years or older. This worked out to one cup per day per person. In
a household where childreen fifteen or older do not drink coffee, the
grownups were allowed their portion.

Doris Judd and Lester Fredrickson were married.

To honor Pear| Harbor Day, a complete blackout was ordered. There

were only minor violations in Belleville. There was a light left on in



the high school, reflections from two open door stoves at the
[1linois Central Depot lighted up the structure, a farm house west
of the village was completely lighted up during the blackout.
All-in-all, it was termed successful and everyone was hopeful that

very soon the lights would go on again all over the world.
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