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Many other inter-sectional problems loom up. Almost no work
has been done in Wisconsin on railroad rates. If the rates on
apples from New York into this territory are fair, then our rates
to our primary markets are hopelessly discriminatory. No local-
ized effort is of much avail in the changing of railroad tariffs.
It is possible by our combined effort to make the quantity of
fruits shipped in Wisconsin look like a regular migration. We
can have any reasonable thing that we ask for if we will ask
for it unitedly. This whole question of railroad transportation
needs careful study from our fruit growing interests. Such
action in Michigan is relieving the situation which has allowed
Georgia peaches to be shipped to Grand Rapids, Michigan, about
as cheaply as Michigan fruits themselves can be shipped there.
That many such inequalities can be found in our own state, I do
not in the least doubt. :

Market information is one of the things that is difficult for
all of us to get promptly enough to be of the greatest value during
the shipping season. Much market data is available now from
many government and private sources. But much remains to
be gathered which no one but ourselves can provide. Formerly
the action of this Society in co-operation with other agencies
outside of the state has attempted to relieve this condition, but
this service should be widely extended. We need to know a day
or two in advance of our strawberry movements just what is
going on in southern Michigan. Year after year we have watched
the high southern markets waver and break when an avalanche of
Michigan consignments crossed the lake to be dumped on Mil-
waukee and Chicago. A few days afterward this glut always
cleans up, but in the interval we in Wisconsin have our own
troubles. To counteract this we ought to have advance infor-
mation about the supplies of home grown berries, not only in our
own state, but in Iowa, and Minnesota. You strawberry men
have seen the whole strawberry market fall to the bottom all of
the way from Rock County to Lake Superior within one day.
Unusual weather conditions have brought on home grown berries
through this whole territory at the same moment. But these
questions are far broader than the strawberry crop. The inter-
ference of the small fruit crops of Iowa and Minnesota is some-
times very great with our cherries, and later with our early apples.
To be intelligent shippers we should know about these things
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sufficiently far in advance to plan our policy. - In some years the
knowledge of these factors in Sturgeon Bay would have given us
a dime or more per crate in addition to our cherry price. Un-
doubtedly we can afford to gather this information in Door County
for our own personal advantage, but the matter really affects
the policy of us all, and should be treated as an intersectional
problem.

It is perfectly logical for those of us in the fruit business to
look to this Society as an aid in a constructive program for the
betterment of the commercial fruit growing interests. I would
not have you think that I do not appreciate the really great work
which the Society has already done, in countless ways, for the
advertisement and enhancement of our interests, but I do be-
lieve that if we among the commercial men will formulate our
demands that the Society can meet them in a perfectly adequate
way. I am not blind to the questions of public policy involved
in having a state aided organization function as a private trade
body, nor do I think that we as fruit men have any right to ask
the state to finance our trade activities any more than the manu-
facturers of Milwaukee have to ask the‘legislature to maintain
their organization. I do feel, however, that many of the ques-
tions which this organization should handle for the fruit growers
are broadly enough in the public interest to justify the expendi-
ture of state appropriations. Our trial orchard work is grad-
ually relieving the necessity for the larger expenditure of past
years, and a wise use of our funds would compel us to perform
additional constructive work if we are increasingly to justify the
confidence that the state has imposed in us. It is in the peculiarly
horticultural phases of crop data, facts regarding materials used
in fruit growing, legislation affecting fruit growing progress,
and many kindred subjects that the society can be useful, and
make a justifiable use of state appropriations. None of these
activities needs to overlap with the work of existing state depart-
ments, but should on the contrary reinforce and assist their
activities. The peculiarly horticultural phases of our industry
which do not fall within the field of the College of Agriculture,
or the Department of Markets, belong to us. In due respect to
the other problems which these other agencies must face, they
cannot give consideration to many of the questions to which we
want a solution.
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As a concrete suggestion, I believe that there should be a com-
mercial fruit growing section organized within this Society. It
should undertake to act as a trade association for Wisconsin fruit
growing interests. It should under the guidance of the Society
and its Secretary work out questions of market data in complete
co-operation with the existing statistical bureaus of the state. It
should stimulate co-operative business activity of fruit growers,
but should not itself enter this field. It should not request an
undue share of the Society’s funds, and should remember that
there are other horticultural interests within the state that are
not primarily related to commercial fruit growing. Whenever
the activities of this commercial section pass beyond the borders
of those which are legitimately supported by state appropriations,
the private resources of the industry should provide the support.
In this way, I believe, the fruit growing interests of this state
can best work in harmony and in this way the Horticultural
Society can best continue its long record of helpful support of
the commercial horticultural development of Wisconsin. With-
out this sort of activity, the problems of marketing our Wiscon-
sin apples must continue to be solved by each locality in its own
selfish interests, and when they are thus handled, the advance-
ment of Wisconsin’s apple and other fruit crops will fall far
short of our ideal. If we are to succeed in these difficult times
we must work together for our common good; and in our own
field, no better means of stimulation exists than to back up our
program through this organization which is ready for the pur-
pose.

SPRAYING APPLES

PauL E. GranT, Menomonie.

When I attend a meeting of this kind the thing that I want
to find out is, what the other fellow does,—why he does it and
the results obtained. I don’t care if his conditions are a little
different from mine—if I can get these facts I can apply them
or adopt them to my own problems.

Assuming that you feel as I do, I will state briefly our spray-
ing plan for this year.



