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named sorts now in our books. In view of this, too great caution cannot be used
in accepting and naming the seedlings placed upon exhibition. For, while such
labors are worthy of all commendation as triumphs of the noblest ambition, con-
quests which scar not, nor leave an unhealed wound, upon memory or heart, nor stain
upon the hand, and are worthy the life and labors of any man or woman, yet the
danger is ever here, viz: of bestowing names unworthily, or in too great haste, or of
re-naming a sort already in the books.

I would call your attention to the labor of a thorough revision of the premium
list. It is very much to be desired that this be done while the society is in session,
that all may participate in its revision; and not as heretofore, be left to the execu-
tive committee. There should be some radical changes made, many of which have
been suggested from time to time, and more probably will be while you are in ses-
sion. But whatever may be the result of a general revision, we would respectfully
urge the using of as large alist as practicable of horticultural journals. The reason
of this is two-fold. It in a measure compensates the publishers to whom we are
indebted for much service by way of advertising, and without whose aid we could
hardly survive. Then again, it is a means of circulating knowledge, and many may
thus become readers of the horticultural press who had never done so before. So
that, while we help the publisher, we are also educating the people to a stronger de-
sire for horticultural progress.

A special feature of addition to the premium list should be that of encouraging a
system that shall give us better reports of committees. As worthy of imitation in
this respect is the report of the Boston Horticuftural Society. It is not enough for
the world to know that one takes the first premium and his neighbor none. The
objects are, or should be, two-fold, viz: to educate the people, and to encourage hor-
ticulture. We are free to say that the masses do not know a good, or perhaps bet-
ter, a perfect specimen of few sorts, hence the labors of examining committees may
well be given to writing out not only the reasons why Mr. K. takes a first premium
but why others have taken none. It is not enough to say because they were the
best; we want to know why others were not just as good. Was it because they
were over size or under size? I have only time to allude to it here. Many things
will suggest themselves to you in this connection, and I would urge that a premium
be offered of sufficient amount to encourage good reports from the chairmen of the
several committees. Such reports need not be presented till the winter meeting
after the fall exhibition—being then in time for publication in the volume of trans-
actions. It is a subject worthy your consideration, and a source of gratification to
the future officers, if the manner of arranging the fruit at the fairs should be dis-
cussed at some length. In the department of cattle and horses, they are classed as
best Roadsters, best Devons, ete. Now is it not well to inquire if we may not have
our fruit similarly classified. Best three, or five, or ten sorts, all to occupy a table
by themselves, and with a suitable card printed thereon to designate the place the
fruit occupied in the premium list. This manner has but one objection to it, viz:
that mentioned by our friend Mr. Stilson, in a late number of the Western Farmer ;
and while this (the handling of fruit by visitors) is worthy of all consideration, yet
are not the advantages more than sufficient to compensate. The great convenience
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of this system to the various committees, and the better opportunity for visitors to
study and compare sorts competing for the prize—it being one of the chief objects
of the society to afford facilities for the 40,000 visitors to see and inform them-
selves—I say will this not more than counterbalance the inconvenience spoken of
above, which inconvenience I hope might be remedied before another fair, by more
room to our building, thus enabling us to give a wider space for the exhibitors’
aisles? With this brief notice of change, for the fall exhibition, I pass to what I
have no doubt you are all anxious to hear something of, viz:

The Horticultural Gardens of this Society.—And I am sorry to be obliged to
report any less favorably than in my last annual report, and perhaps I have no rea-
son to do so, yet, under the present arrangement, we cannot say that we are likely
to get the benefit of such a garden as the founders have a right to expect. The
reasons of this are obvious to those who have participated in its management, and
now, without a complaining spirit, I shall speak briefly of its objects, how managed,
and make suggestions for the future. Our idea of an experimental garden is one
in which different fruits, trees, plants, shrubs and vines are grown, and a complete
record of the same is kept. For instance, if vines, when set, age and sort, growth
from time to time, how trained, when pruned, winter protection, what and when
given, condition of vine when put into winter quarters, and date of same, in what
condition it wintered, and time of uncovering in the spring. This now, compared
to or with some other sort, other things being equal, and we have gained some
knowledge that ought to be of public good. Iam sorry to say that under the present
arrangement no such lessons of instruction are gained; and why? The entire
planting and care of the grounds are left to the farm superintendent, under the gen-
eral supervision of the President of the University, who, I rejoice to know, has a love
and desire for the success of these grounds beyond your most sanguine expectations.
The grounds have been reasonably well cared for. Donations have been limited,
both in number of contributors and quantity. A. 8. Fuller, C. H. Greenman and
A. G. Tuttle were the principal ones who forwarded donations. Flants have grown
reasonably well; but I am sorry to report that it is next to impossible to keep up a
record as mentioned above with one set of men to do one part and another to do
the rest. For instance, when are the strawberries, grapes and other plants to be
uncovered? Your secretary goes out with paper and pencil; farm superintendent
has no time or men to attend to it to-day; will be ready at such a time; then the
secretary, perhaps, is miles away or busy in his other affairs. The remedy is sim-
ple and easy. The department of agriculture at the University is carrying on and
conducting experiments all the time. Their time is fully occupied. What can be
done? I will tell you. These grounds are nominally under the care and manage-
ment of this society, although the regents have really paid the expenses, and what
we need is that they allow this society to expend a certain amount of labor in the
planting and care of these grounds, not necessarily more than it now costs them.
By this means this society will be enabled to direct what shall be done, and place a
laborer there who is competent to record the various items essential to making a
history. This is the first thing to be gained. Without it we can see but little en-
couragement for continuing the care of the garden. After this there should be some
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definite plan for a continuance. The former system of soliciting donations, while it
is well to a certain extent, is poor when continued as a dependence for the entire
stock to plant. My own idea would be to decide on some one or more things that
it is desirable to test. For instance, there are about one hundred and'fifty varieties
of the willow. What finer collection could there be than to have these arranged in
rows or groups and their value fully tested for this climate? But how to get these?
For this purpose we should appropriate a given sum for the purchase of plants, the
Secretary never forgetting to use his soliciting power for the general good. By this
means we may be enabled to focalize our efforts, expending them one year upon one
thing—another year some other branch may be taken up. I mention the willow as
it suggests a broad and very interesting field of labor. Others are just as much so.
Even that much neglected bush the currant, numbers in the list about thirty named
sorts; and yet how few in our state ever saw a half a dozen sorts. And so we may
continue the list of subjects or items of special interest which should be taken up
from year to year, as time and means are given us. Nor is this, gentlemen, like an
idle tale, to be wafted away from us. There is great good in store from our labors.
A plan can be matured which will prove tangible and result in great good. iShall
we put our shoulders to the load, and with our jdint action resolve that the sons of
Pomona in the Badger State will lead the van in the successful organizing and
carrying out an experimental garden? A state like ours needs just such a garden—
a place where every known fruit, vine, and especially the small fruits, may be tested,
not so much for profit—though in time it may grow to be a source of income—but
particularly as a source of information to those who would be encouraged to plant
orchards and ornamental trees if they knew what to plant. Another reason for re-
quiring the continuance of this work is that we may have some place where all the
old and new sorts may be congregated, worked in some manner so that they will
fruit at the earliest possible moment, and by comparison of sorts very much can
and would be done to correct the nomenclature of our present lists, and these lists, so
corrected, should become the authority of the state. This garden in time should
grow to an influence of no mean proportions. Imagine for a moment a thousand
varieties of apples growing there, five hundred of pears, one hundred or more plums,
and as many grapes and strawberries, not to mention other fruits, ornamental trees
and plants. With a managing committee of say three of your best pomologists and
botanists, whose duties should be to visit as often as might seem necessary the gar-
den, comparing the various fruits and noticing its progress and condition. Will any
one present say that such a work is not worthy your best efforts? Might it not
become a labor of love of this society, and the pride of the state, to which other
states may point with envious pride? Still another benefit, and one which to my
mind is of incaleulable benefit to the state, is the influence it would have upon the
young men, students, who will see with honest pride the fruit resources of their
state, and in their leisure learn to study its development, from thence the fruit sections
or localities of their own homes, and when they leave their college life they will have
learned what the books do not teach—practical horticulture; its effects will be
known and read of all men in the renewed activity in tree planting.

Can our state officials do less than to grant a helping hand for the encourage-
ment of one of the most useful of the industrial pursuits?
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The Secretary laid before the society a communication from
P. A. CaapBoURNE, LL. D., and President of the University, in
relation to the experimental grounds on the University farm, in
which he expressed the willingness of the University to do any
team work for this society, but could not, for want of means, per-
form the ordinary labor and care now demanded by the garden,
and keep the required records. He thought the state should
allow the society all the money needed to conduct the experi-
ments in this ground, where the advantages of the University
roads, fences, screens, ete., would allow every cent expended to
tell to the greatest advantage in the experiments upon the plants
themselves. Such experiments would furnish subjects for discus-
sion at meetings of the society,and also the successful ones could
be repeated and proved by the members, and thus the fruit capa-
bilities of the state could be learned thoroughly in a short time.

The Secretary also read a communication from Isaac J. HoiLg,
Corresponding Secretary of the Oshkosh Horticultural Society,
inviting the society to hold its next meeting at Oshkosh, and
promising facilities for the accommodation of the members and
the society.,

Judge Kxapp introduced to the society Messrs. ScorieLp and
McArEeE of Freeport, 1llinois, as representatives of the Northern
Ilinois Horticultural Society, who were in attendance, and
moved their admittance as delegates to this meeting. The mo-
tion prevailed and they were admitted to scats.

Mr. ScorreLD said he came specially charged to urge the joint
action of this society with the Illinois society for the abolition
of duty on imported seeds.

Mr. McArer said he had brought with him a Zgnarium of the
native woods of Stephenson county, embracing 49 genera and
168 varieties, which he would explain during the session. He
also alluded to the position of Wisconsin, so far to the north, and
yet it suffered less than regions farther south from changes of
climate, though it required plants adapted to its condition.

THE TREASURER’S REPORT

Showed that he had a balance on hand of $326.31, and that
there were no demands outstanding. The report was referred to
the committee on Finance.



