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WISCONSIN RURAL SCHOOL SURVEY 17

School costs in Bayfield, Door, Portage, and Walworth counties

Tables, 9, 10, 11, and 12 present the distribution of per pupil costs for
the various types of schools in the four counties for the school year
1922-23. The per-pupil costs are given separately, computed first on cen-
sus, second on enrollment, and finally, upon average daily attendance. As
would be expected, the census per capita costs are in each case lower than
those based upon net enrollment, and the net enrollment per capita costs
are in turn lower than those based upon average daily attendance. In some
tables the medians are computed from so few cases that the figures do not
indicate a clearly defined central tendency. Attention is called to the
necessity of interpreting these figures in the light of the educational ser-
vice rendered.

TABLE 13
Median Per Pupil Costs in Dollars, 1922-1923

‘ Based on

Based on Average Daily
| E nrulim( nt Attendance
A e s SEIEN I S B~ 70. 84
All Counties_ ... N g = S = B e S 56 73
All Consolidated Schools in State.. .- ..-.-.- - L o e VOIS N i | 68 89
BAVERIRL D COINTY  Rota)s e e e et (53} 81
Rural-= = R e e e N o 59 8
State Graded._ . ___ 2tz 52 90
High School and Grades. . R s 75, 95.
Consolidated. . = 2 70 88
DOOR COUNTY T RO SO, S g Y= yvs S D Sl S S N 42 51.
Rural "= __ WAL Vi TRy e - 34 40.
State Graded P e - - 45. 50
ngh%hmlandGradeﬂ SRRy 58 73.
Consolidated - .- - 43 58.
PORTAGE COUNTY Total. e 41. 57.
Rural__ R i e S 35. 51.
State Graded R T e 64. 83
High School and Grades. - NS O | 68. 8.
ConBoHdated e e e e 68. 83.
WALWORTHCOUNTY Total - oo ecneans i3 90.
R R e 65. B7.
State Graded- - ... e || 69, 79.
High School & Gradess == e PEERL R s i 83. 98.
Consolidated = - - e L et — 83 | 95.

The medians from tables 9, 10, 11, and 12 are presented in table 13.
Undoubtedly the most significant column is the one which gives the median
per-pupil costs based on average daily attendance. In all cost figures the
nearest whole dollar has been used. It is to be noted first that the per-
pupil cost in consolidated schools is only slightly more than that in cities.
It is to be kept in mind that in these consolidated districts the majority of
the pupils are transported to school. Most of them maintain high school
departments as well as grades. In Bayfield county the per-pupil cost in
one room rural schools is $78 based on average daily attendance. The per-
pupil cost in the consolidated schools of this same county is only $10 more.
Surely the enriched opportunity of such a school is worth the additional
cost. In Door county the state graded per-pupil cost is $10 more than the
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rural cost. The consolidated school cost is $18 in excess of the rural

The last two types of schools in each county offer both elementary and

high school work. This accounts for the increased per-pupil cost. The wide

range in costs for any single type of school in the four counties is due to 1
small enrollments and low average daily attendance. Take, for instance, {
the per-pupil costs based on average daily attendance in rural schools.

In Bayfield county it is $78, in Door county 40, in Portage county 51, and

in Walworth county $87. The cost in Walworth county is double that of

Door county. The high schools do not show this wide range, these figures

being respectively $95, $73, 878, 898. Door county, which boasts one of

the finest consolidated schools in the state, operates it at a per-pupil cost

lower than that of the average high school or state graded school.

CHAPTER IV
SOURCES OF INCOME FOR THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

In order to get a clear view of the financial status of the schools of
Bayfield, Door, Portage, and Walworth counties, it is necessary, first, to
see them in their relation to the schools of the state as a whole; second,
to evaluate each item of income in its relation to the total receipts for
school purposes for the several types of schools in the counties. The per-
centage of total income from any given source is affected by the expendi-
tures for school purposes. If the income from the state sources is $500
and the total receipts are $2,000, the percentage of state support is 25.
If, on the other hand, the income from the state remains constant and the
receipts mount to $5,000, the ratio becomes 1 to 10.

TABLE 19
Income of All City Schools of State for year 1922-23
Revenue Receipts : Per cent
State fund apportionment ________________ __________ $1,243,277.15 6.6
Taxes levied by county supervisors_.._.__.____.________ 1,355,493.71 q:2
ity ‘school taxes =~~~ - . . . - - CT4ROTRATEN Y TN
State Free ‘high school aid. .o 27,873.02 2 i
State aid for manual training________________________ 13,437.73 A | i
State aid for domestie science_______________________ 14,726.14 1 |
State aid for agricultore__________________ - _______ 7,430.30 3
State aid fordeatmnd blind:- - - -~ . .. 122,717.19 .6
State aid for commercial course____._.________________ 14,649.48 5 | Y
State aid for teacher's training course_______________ 9,894.49 Sl
Tuition received oo __ 526,706.96 2.9 i
Other fees frompatrons——_ -~ . 13,962.89 oL l
Rent or sale of textbooks - - . . . _____ 150,589.99 8 |
Interest on school funds___._ ______________________ 25,612.32 e L
All other revenue _____________ T "l e w - 269.633.85 14
Total ypvenue receipts __ - - - - - - —____ $%18,687,852.79

Percent state aid is of total revenue_____________ 7.8

Percent local tax is of total revenue____________ __ 9.7

Percent tax levied by County Board of Supervisors

is'of totalyevenue =~ - -— —— - - 72



