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CONSTITUTICN OF THE L INGDOM OF LACS

May 11, 1947

Text revised and adopted by the Netional Congress
during its session of August 30, 1957

PREAMBLE

Laos, conscious of the role which its history assurcs it, persuaded that
its futurc can be based only on the reunion of all the provinces of the country
solcmly proclaims its UNITY and its INDEPENDENCE.

The poople of Laos affirm their loyalty to the monarchy and to the dyasst]
of HIS MAJESTY SISAVANG VONG, King of Laos,

They declarce that they wish to be governed by a demoeratic governmente.

They present Constitution recognizes as fundamental principles the rights
of the Leo, cspecially cquality before the law, legal protcction of the means
of existence, the freoedom of conscicnece and other democratic liberties,
subjcct to the conditions dofincd b the lew; it imposcs as obligations the
scrvice of the country, the respeet of conscicnce, the practice of solidarity,
the fulfillment of family obligations, application to work and to instruction,
integrity and obscrvance of the law.

ITTIE I - GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Article 1

Leos is a united kingdom, indivisible and democratic.
Its capital is Vientianc.

The cmblem of the Lao nation is the red flag bearing in its center the
traditional white threoe=headed clephant resting on a pedestal of five steps
and s rmounted by the white umbrella of seven levels.

The national hymn is the "XAT LAO" whosc music and words arc established
by law.

Article 3

The national soverecignty cmanates entirely from the Lao people. The King
gxorcises this sovercigily in conformity with the provisions of the present
Constitution.
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frticle 4
211 individuals belonging to races definitely settled on Lao territory
arg lao citizens, so long as they do not alrcady have another nationality.
The conditions for acquisition and loss of Lao nationality are cstablished
by law.
Article 5
211 nationals of both sexes, having rcached their majority and cnjoying
their eivil and political rights, are voters, subject to conditions determined
by law.
Article 6
The official language is the Lao language.
Article 7
Buddhism is the Stgte recligion. The King is its High Protector.

TITIE IT - THE KING

Article 8
The throne of Laos is the heritage of the Crown FPrince or of the male
descendants of King SISAVING VONG, in accordancc with the dynastic rules of
devolution of the crown and the customnry law of succession to the thronc.
The King is the supreme head of the State.
His porson is sacred and inviolable., He must be a fervent Buddhist.

Article 9

The King has the zuthority to designatc an heir to the throne as well as
to revoke this decision.

This designation will be madc according to the dimastic rules of devolu-
tion of the crown and the customary law of succcssion to the thronc.

Tn the event of a vacancy of the thronc, an heir not having been de-
signated by the King, the new sovercign will be proclaimed Xing of Iaos by
the National Congross on the proposal of the King's Council,
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frtiecle 10

In the event of legal or physicéi incapacity of the King, determined by.
the King's Couneil on the advice of compotent medical authority, his power
will be exerciscd by a Regent,

The Regent will be the Crown Prince, if one has boen designated and if
he has recachcd his majority.

In the absence of a Crown Prince or in the event of his legal or physical
incapacity determined in the same mannor as above, the Regent will be a member
of the royal family designatcd by the Xing's Council with the concurrence of
the National Asscmbly.

The rules prescribed in the threc proceding paragraphs will apply when
the King is a minor.

Article 11

The Regent will cnter upon his dutics only after having taken, at the
principal pagoda of Vientianec in the proscnce of tho members of the National
Lssembly and of the King's Council, the following oath:

"I swear to be loyal to the King, to the Constitution, to the laws of
the Kingdom and to devote mysclf to the intercsts of the country."

Article 12

While awaiting thc designation of the Regent, the King's Council will
assumc the dircction of the affairs of the Kingdom. The same will apply in
the casc of the temporery abscnce of the King from ILaos. In this ovent, the
King's Council will be convened permancntly.

Artiele 13

The King sanctions and promulgatcs by Royal Deercc the laws voted by the
National fssembly in conformity with the conditions established in Article
30. He cnacts by Royal Deercc the statitory provisions proposed by the
Government and countersigned by the responsible Ministers.

In casc of thc impossibility of convening the Deputics becausc of
cxceptional circumstances, the King, with the agreemcnt of the Standing Com-
mittee of the National Assombly, is authorized to take legal moasurcs by
Royal Dccrce subject to subscquent ratification by the National Asscmblys

Article 14
The King is the Supreome Commander of the Armed Forces.

He connot deelarc war without the concvryrenco of tho Nxbjonal_Assembly,
votad by tun thirds of its cohire mewmborshipe
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Lrticle 15

The King creates and confers, pursuant to the law, the civil and military
ranks.

Jrticle 16
The King has the right of pardon and commutation of scntence.
Article 17
The King oxerciscs his authority through the intermediary of the Minis-
tors designated by him when they have received the confidence of the National

Lsscmbly.

He presides over the Couneil of Ministers. Whenever he is prevented
from prosiding, he may delegate the Fresidency.

The King, besides his private propcrty, cnjoys the usc of the real and
personal proporty bolonging to the Statce and grouped undor the name of "Crown
Proportyt, This propcrty includes:

2. Real property: palaccs, mansions, villas, parks, forcsts,
royal sepulchers.
b. Porsonal property: crown jewels, muscums, furniturc.

TITIE IIT - THE COUNCIL OF MINTSTERS

Article 19

The King designates the President of the Council, who forms the Govern-
ment with the approval of the MNational fAsscmbly.

The President of the Council and the Ministors can be appointed only
aftor a vote of confidence of the National .ssembly by a majority of the
members preseht, not including Deputics who arc candidate members of the
Government, who do not have the right to vote.

The members of the Government must, after their appointment and before
taking officc, take the following oath at the principal pagoda of Vicntianc
in the prescnce of the President and members of the National Assembly: I
swear to be loyal to the King, to the Constitution and to defend it, %o
sorve the country and the Lao people with conscience and integrity."

In casc of a vacancy through death or any other causc, the King will
dosignatc a now President of the Council choscn from the Ministers, who will
presont himsolf as soun na_poseible far the approval.of tho National Assemblys.
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friicle 20

The Ministcrs may be sclected from the members of the National Asscmbly
or from elsewherec.

There is no incompatibility betwecn the office of member of the Govern-
ment ond the mandate of Deputy. However, Deputies serving as membeors of the
Governmocnt or boing candidates for such officc may not participato in a vote
of confidence or in votes on motions of ccnsurc.

drticle 21

The President of the Council and each of the Ministers dircct onc or
morc Ministerisl departnents and can initiate laws.

Scerctarics of State mey be appointed under the same forms and condi-
tions as Ministers.

The President of the Council and the Ministers arc responsible before
the National /lssombly collectively for the general policy and individually
for their personal acts.

The President of the Council may be assisted in oxceptional circum-
stances by a Vice-President of the Council, who must have well dofined
functions. He will be appointed under the same forms and conditions as the
Ministcrs. He cannot be appointed from Ministers of Statc.

The members of the Government reccive salary and allowances which are
fixcd by law.

Article 22

The refusal by the National Asscmbly to accord its confidence to the
Government, or the vote of a motion of censure, involves the resignation
of the entire Governmeont.

This denial of confidence or this motion of censure may take place no
sooncr than twenty-four hours aftcr it has been moved, and will be adopted
only by a majority of the Deputics present in the National Asscmbly, not
including the Depuby mombers of the Govermnment.

Votes with respect to persons will always be conducted by scerct ballot,
but votes of confidence or on motions of ccnsurc may bc conducted by either
scerct or public ballot.

The resigning Govermuent will assume the: conductk- of oumrrent affairs
until the dinstallatian of the new Goveriment.,
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Mrticle 23

The members of the Govermmont are logally responsible for crimes and
offenses committed in the cxercise of their functions.

They may be indicted by the National fssembly and tried by the King's
Council acting as a High Court of Justice within the conditions fixed by
law. The National Lssembly acts by mcans of sceret ballot and by a two-
thirds majority of its entire membership.

IITIE IV - THE NATTONAL ASSEMBLY

Article 24

The National Asscmbly is composed of Deputics clected cvery five years
by vniversal suffrage, under conditions fixed by the clectoral law.

Deputics arc representatives of the entire nation and not only of their
constituents., They cannot be bound by a porocmptory mandatc.

Article 25

The duration of authority of the National Isscmbly is fixed at five
yecars. '

Tho National Assembly convenes on May 11, upon convocation by the King,
in an annual session of five months. The King may oxtend the duration of
the scssion or proclaim its cloture during these five months.

The King may also conveko the National Assembly in extraordinary scssion,
cither on his own authority, or on thc proposal of the Council of Ministers,
or on a request made by the Standing Committec of the National Asscmbly or
by at lcast half the Deputics.

Scssions will be solemnly inaugurated and closed by the King or his
recyrescntative,

Article 26

The National Assembly is the judge of the eligibility of its members and
the regularity of their election, taking into consideration the report of the
spocial commission cstablished by law. The Lsscmbly alonc may acccept their
resignation and declare them deprived of their mandate.

Article 27

Before taking office, the mombers of the National Asscmbly whose man-
dates arc valid will teke the following oath in the Asscmbly Hall: "I swear
to be loyal to the King, to the Constitution and to defend it, to represent
the people with independauec and to work with ell my strengbh for the welfare
of the comrtry.”
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frticle 28
E
The National Lsscmbly votes laws, particularly those concerning

the budget

public loans

administrative accounts
personal status

the revision of Lao laws

the organization of the Kingdom
amesty

ratification of treatics.

In addition, it studics in committec all bills and proposals of law
prescented to it.

Lrticle 29
The Deputics initiate the laws.

They may also constitute special committees to handle all inquirices and
investigations in the verious administrations and public scrvices.

Article 30

Laws voted by the National Asscmbly arc presented to the King'!'s Council
to bec submitted for His Majesty's sanction. Thesc laws must be promulgated
within a period of two months. During this period, the King's Council may
request new deliborations by the National Asscmbly. In casc the original bill
is upheld by an absolute majority of the Deputics proscnt, its promulgation
will be obligatory. TIf this is not offectcd within a period of fiftecen days
commeneing with the date of notification of confirmation to the King's Coun-
cil, the law will be promulgated by the President of the National Asscmbly.

If an absolutc majority is not attained, the remarks and obscrvations of
the King's Council will be considered as adopted and the toxt of the law will
subscquently be cancelled or modified, and the promulgation of the modified
toxt will take place in the manncr already stated.

With respeet to cmergency laws, the period for promulgation will be re-
duced to one month,

Lrticle 31

Ifter the closing of a sossion, the Stending Committee of tho National
Assembly will continuc to function. Tt is authorized to control the Govern-
ment operations and, should the oceasion arisc, to assume the confirmative
powers of the National Assombly sct forth in Article 30, subject to subsec-
quent ratificabion by the National [ssembly.

Tt will also be charged with the study of bills and proposals of law
which are received after the closing of the session, as well as all diutbios
speeifically entrusted to it by the National LAssembly.
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The National lssombly imposcs imkcrnal rcgulations upon itsclf which it
mey frecly modify.

It the beginning of cach ordinery session it clects its annual Standing
Committec.

Article 33
The King may dissolve the National Assembly upon the proposal of the
Council of Ministers with the agrcoment of the King's Council. In this
event, now elections will takc place within a period of ninety days.
The new National Asscmbly must convene thirty deys after its election.

Article 34

During the course of a session, no member of the National Assembly may,
except in the casc of flagrant eriminal offense, be accused or arrested with-
out authorization granted by a two-thirds majority of the Deputies present.

In the caso of arrcst while committing a criminal offcnse, the National

Asscmbly must be adviscd irmediately. In no casc may the investigation of the
case prevent the member involved from taking his scat in the National Assembly.

Article 35

No member of the Assembly may be persecuted or investigated because of
opinions expresscd or votes cast by him in the oxercise of his functions.

This parliamentary immunity is also extonded to all persons who print
or publish tho reports of secssions when these arc not secret.

Artiele 36
The members of the National lssembly rcceive a salary fixed by law.

ITTIE V - THE KING'S COUNCIL

The King's Council is composcd of twelve members, constituted as follows:
ae Six membors arc appointed dircctly by the King.
be. s8ix members are appointed by the King after having been

designeted by the National Assembly.

The members of the King's Gouncil assvme office only after having taken
in the presence of the Cowneil the oath yrcereribod in frtiele 11 above.
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The provisions of Article 25 with respecet to the drration of the mandate,
eonvocation and scssions arc applicable to the King's Council cxcept in the
cascs prescribed in Article 12,

The King's Council imposcs internal regulations on itself which it may
frecly modify.

The members of the King's Council enjoy the samc rights and privilegcs
as arc grantcd to Deputies under frticles 34 and 35.

The members of the King's Council rcccive the same cmoluments and enjoy
the seme advantages as Deputices.

The mandate of King's Councilor is compatible ncither with that of Deputy
nor with the office of Minister.

Article 38

Tho King's Council examines, pursuant to the provisions of Article 30,
laws voted at the first reading by the National Assombly.

Tt gives its advice on all bills and progosals of law and on all questions
submitted to it cither by the King or by the “overnment.

The members of the Kingt!s Council may initiate daws and submit their
proposals to the National [ssembly.

The Xing's Council may in oxceptional cases be constituted as a High
Court of Justice.

Mfter the closing of cach session, its Standing Committec will continue
to function.

TITIE VI - LDMINISTRATIVE AND JUDICI/RY ORGANIZLAT TON
Artiecle 39

The provinces form territorial units. Their extent and organization
will be dectermined by law.

Cortain important urban ccnters may have a speocial organization.

Provinces will be administered by a Chackhoueng, or Chief of Provinc?,
who will be assisted by a Provincial Coneil elected on a territorial basis.

Article 41

Provinces may be granted an autonomous budget, whose rcccipts, expend-
itures, administration and control will be determined by law.
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Article 42

The organigation, the avthority and the compctcence of the judiciary and
administrative tribunals as well as conflicts of jurisdiction will be deter-
mined by law. In eddition, the law guarantces the independence of the judiciar;
authority in relation to the legislative and executive authority.

A Superior Council of Magistrates will be cstablished by law to cnsure
discipline of the Magistrates who are not in the Public Frosccutor's dopart-
ment, and to determine the rights and obligations of the Magistrates.

TITLE VII - FINAL FROVISIONS

Article 43
The revision of the present Constitution will be accomplished as follows;

The resolution of revision mey emanate cither from the King's Council,
the Council of Minigters, or an absolute majority of the members nrescnt in
the National Asscembly,

Every resoluttion of revision must be accompanied by a bill for rcvision
or amcndment, :

The National Lssembly and the King'!'s Council will solemnly convene in
Nationel Congress upon convocation by the King to consider the proposals for
revision or amendment., The bills for rcvision or amendment can be adopted
only by a two-thirds majority of the mombers present.

Tho Presidont of tho King's Council is President of the Temporary Com-
mittee of the Netional Congress charged with the opening of the session and
the clection of the Pormancnt Committec.

Provisions relating to the monarchic, unitary and indivisible form of
tho State, to the representative character of the Govermment, and to the

principles of liberty and equality gmarantced by the present Constitution
cannot be the subject of any proposal for revision.

Article 44

The present Constitution will come into effect fifteen days after its
promilgation,

The National Assembly will be the final iwherproter of tho foxha
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