




























































































374 A HISTORY OF THE CRUSADES I

clergy were discontented, the laity cannot have been enthusiastic
about papal policy. Moreover, the more the clergy felt oppressed
by the pope, the less they were willing to oppose the growing
interference of secular rulers in ecclesiastical affairs. Why should
they risk exile and loss of revenue to defend the rights of their
churches, when the pope ignored those same rights whenever it
suited his interests? The churchmen who had paid tenths to the
pope for his wars were not especially shocked when lay rulers
demanded similar contributions for their wars.

The behavior of lay rulers supports the conclusion that loyalty to
the church had been weakened by the political crusades. The
crusades were not the only cause of the decline in papal prestige,
but there is a direct connection between them and certain assertions
of lay supremacy. From 124§ on, the popes had granted tenths to
French and English princes to enable them to fight for the church;
by the end of the century the kings of France and England had
become accustomed to receiving these subsidies and insisted that
they could impose them for their own purposes. The attempt of
Boniface VIII (1294—1303), in the bull Clericis laicos, to stop this
practice was completely unsuccessful. Laymen paid no attention to
his orders, and the clergy begged him to revoke a ruling which
made them odious to the people. Boniface, in the end, had to admit
the right of kings to take tenths for defense of their realms. The
use of crusades in secular politics had made it easy for kings to take
over the crusade tax on the clergy.

Soon after Clericis laicos a political crusade helped revive the
quarrel between Philip the Fair and Boniface VIII. Two cardinals
who were members of the great Roman family of the Colonna had
not been pleased by the election of Boniface VIII. Boniface resented
their attitude, and in 1297 used an act of brigandage by a lay
member of the family as an excuse to demand the complete sub-
mission of the Colonnas. The cardinals, instead of giving in,
resisted, and issued public statements claiming that Boniface was not
the rightful pope. Boniface preached a crusade against the Colonnas,
and succeeded in capturing their castles and driving them into
exile. But Philip the Fair did not assist the pope in this political
crusade, as his ancestors had done. Instead, he let the Colonnas
take refuge in his territory and used them in 1303 in his attack on
Boniface at Anagni. And in accusing Boniface of heresy, in trumping
up charges and seeking public support against him, Philip used
many of the tricks of propaganda which the popes had developed
in their political crusades.
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Papal taxation and petty crusades in Italy had certainly weakened
papal prestige, but it could be argued that the expedition against
Aragon in 1285 had done it more harm than had anything else. On
the Spanish side, the excommunication of Peter III and the pro-
clamation of a crusade against him had had very little effect. Even
though the barons of Aragon had been quarreling violently with
their king, they had had no use for an intruder imposed on them
by the pope. On the French side, the crusade had led to a strong
reaction against papal policy. The expedition had been opposed by
Matthew, the influential abbot of St. Denis, and, probably, by the
heir to the throne. In any case, the failure of the crusade and the
death of his father must have made a strong impression on Philip
the Fair. He was only seventeen when he became king; the un-
happy memories of the crusade and the diplomatic and financial
problems into which he was plunged may well have made him
unfriendly to the church. Certainly he began by asserting firmly
his authority over his own clergy; during the first five years of his
reign the popes made repeated protests against his attacks on
the rights of French churches. He showed little interest in
crusades or Mediterranean politics. This weakened the alliance
between the papacy and France, which had been the dominant
feature of European politics for three generations. By depriving the
popes of French military support he made it impossible for them
to pursue an active policy either in Italy or overseas. Philip was a
pious Christian in his private life, but as king he put the interests
of the French monarchy far ahead of those of the church. When the
two clashed he did not hesitate; he was determined to be master
in his own kingdom and to reject any outside interference. Anagni
and the exile at Avignon were the logical consequences of the
political crusades.



