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The employés are Congregationalists, but the religious supervision is that of the
Episcopal and Roman Catholic Churches. The former have a church of more than one
hundred members, fifty of whom have been confirmed during the present year, witha
native pastor and an English-speaking rector. The Romanists represent tifty families,
the larger part of whom are of mixed blood, and will erect a house of worship next
suminer.

HOSPITAL,

By the muniticence of a Christian woman, a friend of the Episcopal Church, a bean-
tiful hospital is nearly ready for occupancy; an incalculable blessing to this people.
The resident physician will be in attendance daily; and the Indians have already 1‘
indicated their appreciation of the institution by generously contributing for its sup-
port of the products of their farms. From the report of the Government physician,
which is herewith transmitted, we learn that the prevailing diseases are caused princi-
pally by ignorance of domestic industry, uncleanliness, and social vices. The year
past has been one of unusual healthfulness. :

SCHOOLS.

During the major part of. the year there have been two schools for young children |
and the boarding-school, averaging forty pupils. The boys are taught agriculture by
cultivating the school-farm, and the girls domestic industry by being required daily to
assist in household affairs. The time has fully come for an increase of the appropria-
tions for school purposes. The accommodations are now fully occupied, and many will
be obliged to seek elsewhere for such privileges. NotlLing can be more encouraging to
the friends of humanity than to witness this revival of interest among the Indians of
this reservation. Already have I thrown open another school-room for those most
advanced in speaking Engiish, and I look to the Govermment for a small appropriation
of $1,000 additional to enable me to meet the growing interest in learning. An even-
ing school has been in operation during the greater part of the year, and another will
be commenced soon for the winter months.

But for the timely aid of the American Missionary Association, our boarding-school
could not have been supported by the governmental appropriation. The employés
are supporting a small school of their own, as they cannot progerly patronize the
Indian school, and the citizens of the reservation are petitioning for the organization
of a school-district.

INDUSTRIAL HALL.

There has been erected an industrial hall 40 by 25 feet, for the purpose of teaching the
art of weaving rushes and other material, of basket-making and other kinds of handi-
work, to the women. An appropriation of $1,000 has been wisely made for our use in
this department.

MILLS.

The steam saw-mill, with its planer and its shingle and lath machines, has been in
full blast during the entire season, requiring twenty-four men, nearly all of whom are In-
dians. Six hundred and eighty-five thousand feet of lumber have been manufactured,
nearly the whole of which has been used for building purposes. Thirteen hundred
dollars were paid to Indians for drawing logs and lumber. Seventy-five dollars’ worth
of lomber has been given, upon an average, to every chief. The progress of the peo-
ple in agriculture has created the necessity for a grist-mill, and one has been erected,
and is now in successful operation, propelled by the engine which drives the saw-mill.

FARMING

The principal occupation upon this reserve is that of cultivating the soil. The Indians
are rapidly becoming farmers. From the report of the farmer, it appears that there
have been raised n.gt less than 2,000 bushels of wheat, 6,000 bushels of oats, 500 bushels
of corn, 10,000 bushels of potatoes, 13,000 bushels of turnips, and quantities of onions,
beets, and other garden vegetables. One hundred gardens have been under cultivation..
Eight hundred tons of hay were stacked. There are 500 head of cattle, 40 horses, 40
yoke working cattle, and as many wagons. Thirteen yoke off oxen have been issued this
year, 10 ponies, 12 cows, several double wagons, yokes and chains, 12 new harrows, 11
sleds, and a large amount of farming tools, as hoes, forks, scythes, and spades.

This most absorbing of all material interests upon the reservation engages all parties
and affects all relatious. It greatly increases the work of the

* BLACKSMITH

An estimable half-breed, married to an Indian woman, has been at work learning the
trade, all the year, in the expectation of soon commencing business here upon his own
responsibility. To keep 40 wagons, as many plows and harrows, a mowing-machine, a
reaper, a thresher, yokes and chains for forty yoke of cattle, in a word, to make and repair
for so many who are unskilled in labor, has increased the labor and the expense of this
department five-fold in a single year. . i .
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CARPENTER.

Similar has been the effect upon the work of the carpenter.- So urgent have been
claims of the people for houses and household furniture, for farming tools, wagons, and
the many necessary things made of wood, that it has been absolutely necessary to
employ skilled workmen to a considerable extent.

From the report of the carpenter we learn that the number of coffins made since
Jannary, 1872, have been 36; tables, 48; bedsteads, 28; cupboards, 42; chests, 30;
lounges, 7, and 40 houses. :

CONCLUSION.

Tt is evident that the true policy of the Government should be one of concentration,
" to bring all the Indians under my charge, with the exception of the Leech Lake Pil-

lagers, upon White Earth reservation, locating the Pembinas on Wild Rice River, a
township 17 miles northwest of the agency; the Otter Tails.upon the southeast corner
township, 20 miles from the agency; the Gull Lake and Mille Lac bands into the
immediate vieinity of the agency, where the first installment of those Mississippians
are already located ; placing the Leech Lake Indians, so manyof them as are disposed
favorably, upon an agricultural district adjoining White Earth reservation on the east,
(6 townships,) allowing them to retain their present reserve for fishing, hunting, and
sagar-making purposes, changing the location of the agency buildings of Leech Lake
to this new territory, thus bringing the people within 25 miles of the Northern
Pacific railroad and within 30 miles of the central office; allowing the White
Qak Point Indians to take a separate township upon +he reservation or to merge their
forces with those of the Pillagers and White Earth people. :

Thus the expense of doing the business will be vastly diminished, the one agent can
easily give his personal attention to every separate interest, and the light received by
each will but reflect and intensify the light of all the rest.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
E. DOUGLASS,
United States Indian dgent, While Earth, Minnesota.
Hon. E. P. SMmrTH,
Commiyssioner of Indian Affuirs, Washington, D. C.

5.

AGEXCY OF THE SAC AND FoX INDIANS IN TOowa,
Toledo, Iowa, September 1,1873.

Sir: In compliance with the requirements of the Indian Department, I have the
honor herewith to submit the subjoined report of the condition of the agency of the
Sac and Fox Indians in Jowa, under my care; for the year ending August 31, 1873.

I took charge of this agency, relieving Hon. L. Clark, September 19, 1872. These
Indians residing in Iowa comprise nearly one-half of the remaining Sac and Fox Indi-
ans of the Mississippi.- In 1846 this united tribe of Indians numbered over 2,000
souls. They then resided on large tracts of land in Wisconsin and Jowa. These
lands were ceded to the United States, and they received in lieu thereof a reservation
in what are now the limits of Kansas, and by treaty stipulations they were removed
to Kansas, but owing to the great mortality that followed their removal, and other
causes, about two hundred and seventy-five of them returned to Iowa. By the
sale of some of their ponies they were enabled to purchase and pay for a tract of land
located in Tama County, Iowa, containing 419 acres, and by an act of the Iowa
State legislature they are permitted to remain in Iowa as long as they are peaceably
disposed. It is a fact worthy of note here that while that part of the tribe remaining
in Kansas and the Indian Territory have, from a variety of causes, rapidly dwindled
in numbers, that part of the tribe residing in Iowa have increased in numbers
at an equally rapid ratio. The Sac and Fox Indians in Jowa, according to the census
just taken, number, men, 86; women, 104; boys, 75, and girls 70; total 335; an in-
crease of 18 during last year. It may be proper, however, to state that 5 of these
Indians who have had their homes in Kansas or Indian Territory, but who now persist
in remaining here, by the advice of the Indian Department are put on the rolls bere.
The health of these Indians has béen good, very few deaths having oceurred during
the past year.

As regards farming operations among them during the past year,I am safe in report-
ing some advancewent, After many efforts during last spring, I succeeded in getting
about fifteen familes to locate on lots of land embracing from 3 to 10 acres each, the
familes agreeing to cultivate that amount of land for their own benefit. I furnished
them the implements with which to till'their lands, and some of the seeds to plant.
In this way about 100 acres were put under cultivation, mosfly in cern and beans.
All seemed to be progressing satisfactorily until one warm day in the latter part of
July they announced to me in the most solemn manner that they just received a reve-




