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pose of examining the country in that locality, and report in regard to
where the northern line of the reservation should be located, and of
appraising the improvements of white persons on the lands embraced
within the limits of the proposed reservation, and also of all Indians on
thelands proposed to be restored. Reference is made to the report of
the commission, printed herewith.

FORT HALL INDIAN RESERVATION.

It being desirable that certain Bannoek Indians, who by.treaty stipu-
lations were allowed to roam and hunt over certain portions of Idaho,
. should be induced, if possible, to relinquish this right and settle down-
upon the reservation provided for them, a commission was appoinfed to
visit them for that purpose. The commission, which. was also authorized
to visit other Indians in Idaho for various objects, has submitted its
final report, which is printed herewith.

; NEW YORK INDIAN LANDS IN KANSAS.

A commission ‘appointed under the act of Congress of February 19,
1873, to appraise these lands, have concluded their labors, and the ap-
praisement has been approved by the Secretary of the Interior, and
copies sent to the local officers of the land-office, for payment of the ap-
praised value by the occupants of the lands. '

CREEKS.

A commission appointed, under the act of Congress approved March
3, 1873, to negotiate with the Creeks in regard to their western bqund-
ary, with a view of providing more territory for the Seminole Indians,
have visited that country, and a preliminary report has been received
from the chairman, from which it appears that owing to circumstances,
which are detailed, they failed to accomplish their object.

MIAMI INDIAN LANDS IN KA’NSAS.

A commission, appointed under the act of Congress of March 3, 1873,
appraised these lands and reported their appraisement, which has been
approved by the Department; and under direction of the Department
a list of those oceupied by settlers, reported to be entitled under the
law by the commissioners, has been sent to the General Land-Office, to
. be furnished to the receiver of public moneys at Topeka, Kansas, to
whom payment is to be made, for these lands so occupied, at the ap-
praised value of the same. .

Those unoccupied are, with the approval of the Department, to be
advertised and sold on sealed bids.

NEZ PERCE INDIANS.

Superintendent Odeneal and Agent Monteith were appointed a com-
mission, under instructions, to make an investigation and hold council
with the band of Nez Percé Indians ocenpying Wallowa Valléy in Ore-
gon, with a view to their removal, if practicable, to the Nez Percé In-
dian reservation in Idabo Territory. They reported this removal to be
impracticable, and the Wallowa Valley has been withdrawn from sale,
and set anart for their use and occupation, by Executive order.
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CROWS,

. Under the provisions of the act of March 3, 1873, a commission was
appointed to negotiate with the Crow Indians for the cession of a por-
tion of their reservation in Montana Territory. The commission visited
these Indians in July last, and sacceeded in making an agreement with
them by which they cede their entire reservation south of the Yellow-
stone, containing about six million two hundred and seventy-two thou-
sand (6,272,000) acres, and accept a new one in the Judith basin, south
of the Missouri, containing about three million six hundred and twenty-
five thousand (3,625,000) acres.

RAWLINGS SPRINGS MASSACRE IN WYOMING.

A commission was appointed the 10th of July last to investigate the
facts and eircumstances attending the massaere of Indians, in June, near
Rawlings Springs, in Wyoming Territory. A report has been sub-
mitted, in which the facts are recited and the whites exonerated from
all blame, and recommendations made that, to avoid a repetition of
similar attacks, all Indian reservations should be surveyed and bound-
aries designated by rivers, mountains, and other natural objects, that
Indians may be enabled to understand their limits, and that they should
not be allowed to leave snch reservations, either to hunt or visit, (by
permit or otherwise,) or for any other excuse whatever.

NORTHERN SIOUX.
‘e

A ¢ommission was appomted in May last to visit the various bands
of Northern Sioux, parties to the treaty of 1868, and to negotiate with
them for a relinquishment of the privileges reserved in the 11th and
16th articles of said treaty, and to effect a change in the location of the
Red Cloud agency. The commission succeeded only partially in col-
lecting the various bands in council, and as the result of the delibera-
tion therein it was obvious that the time had not come to successfully
present a proposition for the relinquishment of the unceded Indian
territory of Nebraska and Wyoming, and for the surrender of the privi-
lege of hunting buffalo on the tract of conntry lying north of the North
Platte River and east of the Big Horn Mountains, Assurances, how-
ever, were given by the Indians that the ageney would be permltted

. to be removed whenever the Department thought it expedient to effect it.

OTTOE AND MISSOURIA.

A commission was appointed last year, under the act of Congress
approved June 10, 1872, to appraise a portion of this reserve. These
Indians, on the 6th of September, 1872, withheld their assent to the
proposed sale, but in open council, on the 26th of May last, reeonsid-
ered their former detion, and assented to the sale of one- half their
reserve, not exceeding 80,000 acres. The lands are now being surveyed,
and when the survey is completed the commission will be instructed to
make the appraisement.




