




















THE RURAL SETTLEMENT

will act in the more important capacity of freight carriers, conveying
merchandise and machinery to the farms and hauling produce thence
to the shipping points. The farmer will be supplied with power to
operate his agricultural machinery, and his wife with power to run
her churn or her sewing machine. The settlements will be lighted
by electricity. The same force will be employed in their industrial
plants and in their homes, for heating and cooking.

The Western farmers are quite alive to the economy and conven-
ience to be derived from the use of electricity. On the Minadoka
project, where the power-house is in operation, eighty-five per cent.
of the farmers have subscribed to the service, which is furnished to
them at a fraction above cost. It is worthy of note that the source
of all these public utilities will in every case be in the hands of the
people, for the Government is pledged to turn over to the landowners
the entire irrigation systems, with the exception of reservoirs, ten years
after their completion.

Each settlement will be a logical station for a railroad, a market
for the farmer’s produce and a shipping depot for the buyer. The
centralization and community of interests will effect many economies
which it is impossible at present to particularize and will enable every
farmer to enjoy conveniences and comforts that would otherwise be
beyond his reach. Not the least of these will be improved professional
services. The settlements will become the permanent residences of
lawyers, doctors, dentists and veterinary surgeons of ability who will
displace the itinerant quacks that infest tﬁe agricultural districts.
With the concentration of the demand, a better class of craftsmen,
too, will make themselves available to the farmer.

Next to the home, the three great social institutions of the rural
districts are the church, the school and the grange. None of these
is extending anything like the degree of benefit that should be derived
from it and this in each case is because of the scattered constituency.
Upon the rural settlement plan all of these institutions are afforded
greatly enlarged scope for activity and influence, while their mainte-
nance is effected with increased economy.

Our agricultural life differs greatly from that in European coun-
tries, where the farmers live mostly in villages, and the isolated farm-
house is the exception. The difficulty experienced by our farmers in
getting help is largely due to the fact that hired labor in the country
is almost exclusively performed by single men, and necessarily so.
Very few farms have dwellings to accommodate the families of laborers.
This not only militates against the employment of a married man
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THE RURAL SETTLEMENT

but also operates against the permanency of the unmarried. When
one of the latter takes a wife, he is generally compelled to engage in
other work. And this is one of the potent causes for young men leav-
ing the country. :

The rural settlement greatly simplifies the labor problem. The
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THE RURAL SETTLEMENT

farmer may reside in the town and have a married helper living on
the land, or the helper may live in the settlement, and go out to his
work, in case his employer occupies the only house on the farm. The
latter arrangement would usually prove convenient, because the farmer
would naturally be glad to establish daily communication with the
urban centers.

I"I \HE aphorism of John Burroughs: “Where the cow is, there is
Arcadia,” might without sacriﬁce of truth be paraphrased thus:
Where the cow is, there is accidie-torpor, ennui. In general,

existence in our sparsely settled sections is characterized by the most

deadly commonplace. The farmer is narrow and self-centered.

How should he be otherwise? He is without the world, cut off from

the influences that expand the mind and develop the social qualities.

His solitary life is toilsome, monotonous and almost devoid of relaxa-

tion. He loses all perspective, all sense of proportion. His outlook

and his interests are bounded by his fences.

Is it any wonder that the farmer’s boy, strong, and restive with
the lust of life, deserts the soil for the pavement of the city, abandons
the cold, unsocial environment of his home for the stirring center,
with its human appeal? He is simply responding to a natural pro-
clivity of man, the most gregarious of animals. He seldom has any
definite purpose in view, nor is he conscious of any positive attraction
in the town, much less of any distinct dislike to following his father’s
occupation. Give him the opportunities for social intercourse which
he craves, give him the relaxation, change and amusement he desires
_these in connection with the life of the hushandman —and he will
cleave to the homestead and take up the task of tilling the fields where
his father lays it down. That this conclusion is justified seems
evident from the ascertained fact that the country lads to whom the
towns are most accessible are those least prone to desert the farm.

The rural settlements will revolutionize life in the agricultural
districts. It will operate toward the retention of the young people
on the soil to which they properly belong, and stay the undesirable
efflux to the cities. The farmer may have his home in the town,
going to his work daily by wagon or electric car, with almost the same
convenience as the suburbanite going to his office, but if he prefers
to live upon his land, the settlement will be readily accessible. Its
school may be easily reached by his children and his family may take
part in its social life.
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