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tiations would be broken off, urged the chiefs to sign. So on
Sept. 8, only six days after opening the conference the prin-
cipal chiefs “touched the pen,” Dodge, Baird, and Boyd ap-
pended their signatures and the treaty of the Cedars was made.
The next February the Senate ratified it and the following
year the Menominee prepared to abandon their village homes,
theirs from time immemorial, on the lower Fox, the Oconto, the
Menominee, and to establish new homes west of Wolf River,
between there and the Wisconsin,

The treaty of 1836 with the Menominee was remarkable for
several reasons. In the first place it was noted for dispatch —
the Indians gathered, their ceremonial speeches were made,
propositions were discussed and agreed to in less than a week.
This was, perhaps, because there was but a single commissioner
and he well-versed in his duties, acquainted with the Indians,
their traders, their relatives and friends, as well as with the
nature of the ceded territory. Secondly, this treaty was noted
for its fairness, practically all parties were satisfied with its
provisions and its results. Lastly, it was remarkable for its ef-
fect on the growth of Wisconsin Territory. Today great cities
stand on this Indian cession — most of Oshkosh, all of Neenah,
Menasha, Appleton, North Kaukauna, Oconto, and Marinette
in Wisconsin, Menominee and Escanaba in Michigan owe their
origins to the treaty of the Cedars. On the Wisconsin River,
also, Wisconsin Rapids, Stevens Point, Mosinee, and Wausau
stand on the strip ceded to the government in 1836.

The carrying out of the provisions of the treaty occupied
some time. In 1837 commissioners were appointed to take testi-
mony regarding the traders’ claims. From this report many
interesting bits of early Wisconsin history may be gleaned.:t
Jacques Porlier testified that he began trading with the Menom-
inee in 1796; Peter Powell had been for twenty-five years one
of their traders; Louis Grignon had had twenty-nine years’ con-
tact with this tribe; John Lawe had not only traded with them
since 1810 but had fed them, clothed them, cared for them in a
hundred ways. The commissioner chosen by the President to
pay the claims of the mixed-breed Menominee was John W.
Edmonds of Indiana. “He will have,” wrote Dodge, “a delicate
and difficult task.” He came to Green Bay in the summer of
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1837 and paid most of the claims at the time of the payment.
The sums seem to have amounted to three to four hundred dol-
lars per person. We have an account of the payment of that
yvear from the pen of James M. Boyd, son of the Indian agent,
who was present on that occasion,’® The tribe was to have been
paid on Lake Poygan, but the money came so late in the year
that the party stopped at Grand Chute and called the Indians
there. Like most such payments it had its ludicrous and tragic
incidents and one may seriously question whether the annui-
ties were not more harmful than helpful to the Menominee. In
one respect they played an important share in the fiscal history
of the territory. Money was scarce on the frontier, and the
coin brought by the government agents for the Indians created
a circulating medium which aided the new commonwealth to
tide over the difficult days of the panic of 1837. So far as the
white dwellers in Wisconsin were concerned the treaty of 1836
and its effects were of great importance to their progress. For
the Menominee the treaty of 1836 still stands as a landmark in
their dealings with their “great Father” for justice, fairness,
and a recognition of their rights.
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