FIRST NORWEGIAN NEWSPAPER
PUBLISHED IN AMERICA
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Photo by courtesy of Karl T. Jacobson, Luther College. Decorah, Iowa.

Reproduced herewith is the first page of Volume 1, Number 1, of the first
Norwegian newspaper in America—NORDLYSET (Northern Light), pub-
lished on July 29, 1847. James Denoon Reymert was editor. He was assisted

in the publication by Even Hansen Heg and Soren Bache,
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THE FIRST NORWEGIAN NEWSPAPER
IN AMERICA

On July 29, 1847, in Even Heg’s old log cabin, was
struck off the first copy of the first Norwegian newspaper
published in America. It was called the NORDLYSET (The
Northern Light). Its publishers were Heg, Bache and Rey-
mert. Even Hansen Heg and Soren Bache furnished the
financial backing. James Denoon Reymert was the first
Editor. Eric Anderson Rude, a compositor from the Chicago
Tribune, was the first typesetter. Later Ole Torgeson, Ole
Heg and Even Skofstad were the typesetters. Mr. Reymert
obtained the type and the small press on which he printed
his paper, in Philadelphia.

The first editor’s portrait donated by the late Dr. P.
Langland, of Milwaukee, may be seen in the museum build-
ing at Heg Memorial Park. The erude press on which the
first issues of Nordlyset are believed to have been printed,
may also be seen there. It was presented to the museum by
Mr. Edward Erickson of Waubeesee.

At this writing no copy of the NORDLYSET is possessed
by the Heg Memorial Museum. It is hoped that some way
will be found to supply this omission, as many interested vis-
itors often ask about it. The most complete file of NORD-
LYSET now in existence is preserved in the library at Luther
College, Decorah, Iowa, and forms important source ma-
terial for the history of the Norwegian element in this
country. A very fragmentary file is preserved in the Min-
nesota Historical Society at St. Paul, and a more extensive
file at the Luther Theological Seminary in the same city.
One copy may be seen at the museum of the State Historical
Society at Madison, Wisconsin.

The original paper was a four-page, 4-column folio,
8 x 11 inches. It’s price was $2.00 per year, 6¢ per copy.
After the first few issues Mr. Reymert built his own printing
office across the line in Waukesha county.

In Knud Langeland’s NORSEMEN IN AMERICA, pub-
lished in the Norwegian language in 1888, may be found a
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list of NORDLYSET’s 276 subscribers. In 1847 slavery was
already an issue, and since liberty of person and religion
were very precious to these immigrants, NORDLYSET be-
came the Norwegian organ of the Free Soil (later the Re-
publican) party, and on its subscription list were to found
many of the most enlightened and progressive citizens of
the middle west. A cut of the American flag headed the edi-
torial column, and a translation of a portion of the Declar-
ation of Independence was in the first issue. The motto of
the paper was “Freedom and Equality” later changed to
“Free Land, Free Speech, Free Labor and Free Men”.

Reymert continued to publish NORDLYSET until May
18, 1850. At this time Knud Langeland purchased the
equipment, changed the name of the paper to DEMOCRAT-
EN, and published it in Racine. When publication of the
DEMOCRATEN was suspended, Knud Langeland was in-
vited by John Andersen of Chicago to become editor of the
SKANDINAVEN, a daily Norwegian-American publication
which has since become the largest newspaper in the Nor-
wegian language published outside of Norway.

It is an interesting fact that six of the first eight Nor-
wegian newspapers published in this country had their be-
ginning in Wisconsin.

James D. Reymert’s career was among the most inter-
esting in this early settlement. He was well educated, having
practiced law in Norway before coming to America. His
mother was a scotch woman, Jessie Sinclair Denoon, and
his ability to speak English made him influential in the
Muskego coleny. He married Caspara Hansen, daughter of
an immigrant dancing teacher. Early records of Racine
County show that he owned a great deal of land. His name
is signed to the Constitution of Wisconsin. He was elected
a member of the first legislative assembly in 1849 and also
in 1857, and as a state senator in 1854 and 1855. One of
his early ventures in this country was the construction of a
saw mill at the head of Lake Denoon, where he utilized the
surrounding timberlands to provide logs used in the con-
struction of the old plank road from Janesville to Mil-
waukee, as well as in many of the homes and farm buildings
of the nearby communities. He established a post office at
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Lake Denoon and served in the capacity of postmaster for
several years. This post office has since been discontinued.

In 1861 Mr. Reymert moved to New York, where he be-
came a prominent lawyer. He died in Alhambra, Cali-
fornia in 1896.

Pictured akbove are Editor Reymert, and the small press on
which the NORDLYSETs first issues are said to have been
printed. The Press is now in Heg Park Museum.
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Lgrdag den 19. november 1938,

Darden

Et settlement som venter
pd Kronprinsparet,

Brev til «Vardens fra en gammel norsk-amerikaner.

it

£L 7 grenn
' gdiphat ber vi Demshr,
3, &t Deres hlad Yarden |
sr.ire derss hgihet kron-
w o rronprinsesse Mir.
¢ & forglemme Muski-
3 pé deres reise; En
stund der for dem vil bl verdi-
full og en hailidelig og skignn be-
Ipnning for folket derute,
Jeg kan likesom se at Olav og
Mértha stir derute pa hgiden ved
rirken og dv beskuer markene
som ligger fremfor dem, kun da
. kan de forsti hvad det norske
, folk som utvandret i gin upgdom,
i har utfprt. Der var bare skog og
sumpland, full av sykdom og pest |
da de nedsatie sig der, men de
maktet alt og bygget sidsien
Edens have som er verdig & svas
av alle. Kan =4 skje at en korje-
, spnn kan komme til dette sted, da
blir vi istand til & nedskrive § !

il

Temmerhuset og Hit nv

Vier hegeistret over & lese
vire aviser at kronprins Olav og
kronprinsesse Mirtha har planer
om en tur til United States neste
ar,

mseumsbygningen.

per de dengang hadde ill sin ra-
dighet,

*Det var hevdingblod i disse
menn og kvinner som nedsatte sig
derute og vant sig frem gjennem

Virt hip er atMuskigo get. | 2 Sirabatser,

lementet med dets mange histori-
ske minder mé bli nedskrevet pi
parets reiserute som et stoppe-
sted. Noget bedre sted 4 stanse og
studere norskdommen i Amerika
tror jeg ikke kan finnes noget
sted i virt land, Her er norsk na-
tur og herlige mimder bevart fra
de tidligste &ri utvandringen.
Témmerhuset som er opsatt var
bygget for 100 &r siden, og er ut-
styrt som presfeboligen var i de
dage. Utstillingsbygningen med
rive M) gjenstande er et museum
tom gir vidnesbyrd om hvordan
folk bodde og levet i de dage, og

e It de hadd
iighet til & vinde det daglige

¢ til gin

brgd for sig og sine.
Underlige

tanker

consins fineste, og i finansiell
henseende en av de verdifulleste

Milvaukee, den store by med Mi-
chigansjgen hvor de fgrste emi-
granter stoppet fgr de nedsatte
sig i Muskigo, og ca. 26 mil fra
Racine som her er kaldt den dan-
ske hovedstad i Amerika. T 1943
| skal folket derute feire 100 drs-

dagen for sin kirke, som var den
fgrste Norsk-lutherske kirke i
Amerika, Forberedelser er allere-
de startet for denne hgitid. Der-
ute blev den fgrste norske evis
frykt, Nordlyset, og der var
herberge og stoppested for trette
emigranter som var pa vei lenger

gjennem- |

mot vest, Her hviler ogsa stgvet
oy Licsguttan fra Drammen,
cherst Hans Christian Hey, 1, fo.
en av ham har en pen plass i par-
ken, som bwmrer hans navn.
| Vitror at dette sted er verdig
i til @ ha en kongesgnn fra Norge
pi besdk. Vi er visspa at kron-
i prins ot vil fele at de der wvil
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|
Bygden er vistnok en _av Wis- f
\

i Staten. Den ligger ca, 20 mil fra |

Liergutten fra Drammen,

Muskigo historie: <En kongesgnn
kom for & krone deres virkes,
Takk herr redakigr for den
imptekommenhet som er blitt
mig bevist, «Varden» var fars og
mnrs dagblad, 32 &r er lang tid
i 0 4 bt 1=
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