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der of the town, in the vicinity of Black Earth vil-
lage, is a large rift of bare rocks, and going south
about four miles, you find yourself on a small hill in
the center of the town, on the farm of John Laufen-
bery, an old settler and wealthy farmer; and still far-
ther on you behold the valley of Pine Bluff, one of
the richest valleys in the town, about three miles
gquare, and a perfect picture in beauty of landscape.
It is called the “ Ridge.”

Pine Bluff is a solid ledge of high rocks, on the top
of which grow quite a number of fine pine trees, a
scarcity in this part of the country, which gives
the valley quite a romantic aspect, and from which it
takes its name.

The Sugar river rises in the southwest corner of
of the town, on section 32, and passes through sec-
tions 83, 34 and 35, in an eastern direction, into the
town of Springdale, in the northeast corner. There
is a branch or spring that rises on section 27 and
unites on section 35. Near where it enters the town
of Springdale is the Mormon Baptismal Pond. In
the early history of the town several Mormons settled
here, and the whole neighborhood for years were
kept in a fevered excitement by the Sunday carnivals
they often held George P. Thompson, T. 8. Lloyd
and George Harlow were some of the leaders among
them. George was a son of old Isaiah Harlow, whose
grave is in the beautiful burying ground on the hill
that is overshadowed with the grove of trees, on Jere-
miah Murphy’s farm, section 81. There are several
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of this family buried here, as seen by the neat gray
slabs or headstones that mark their last resting place.
These graves are designated by some of the neigh-
bors (but by mistake) as those of the Mormons. The
only member of the family who became a Mormon
was the son George, but who afterwards renounced
and would have nothing to do with them. Near this
same spot is the grave of Mrs. Odell, whose sudden
and mysterious death filled the neighborhood with
amazement.

In approaching the town of Cross Plains from the
east, on the Madison and Mineral Point road, we
come to the dividing ridge or ancient beach, so well
defined and preserved as to be observed by every stu-
dent of geology. This beach, or ancient sea shore on
this road, comes within ten rods of the east line of the
town of Cross Plains. On its summit there is yet
to be seen an old log, behind which Ebenezer Brig-
ham (the first white settler of Dane county) and
Zach. Taylor (ex-President of United States),slept all
night.

From the highest part of this ridge, on the Mineral
Point road, we have one of the finest landscapes pre-
sented to our view that can perhaps be found any-
where in our state, taking in the beautiful valley in
which the head waters of Sugar river rise. This val-
ley is surrounded on all sides by the dividing ridge and
its spurs, except an opening of about forty rods on
the .southeast, through which Sugar river flows.
There is a painting now in the land office at Wash-
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ington, D. C., taken from a point on this ridge near
where thg Mineral Point road descends into the val-
ley, which is pronounced by good judges as being the
finest landscape painting in that department. It was
made by a celebrated English artist, and takes in the
valley with its undulating prairie, the surrounding
hills, and the Blue Mounds in the distance.

Any one approaching this valley from the east dur-
ing one of our beautiful summer evening sunsets, and
who may have paused to view thislandscape, present-
ing miles of the most gorgeous and grand scenery,
must have been convinced, as the English artist was,
that here was a view worthy to be transferred to can-
vas by any artist.

Politically the town is democratic. During the
late rebellion, on the first call for men, it sent twenty-
two, of whom Iubert Kremer died in the hospital,
while most of the others served through the war. It
furnished its full quota of men, so that no draft ever
occurred with us.

St. Mary’s Catholie Church is built on & small hill
near the bluff, and attached to it, is a parsonage
and the sisters’ house. There is also a new district
school, where John Loehrer keeps store and saloon;
‘William. Cullen, of the Pine Bluff tavern and black-
smith shop, and well known as a veterinary surgeon.
Henry Winkle is postmaster, and the mail is distrib-
uted about four times a week. [Mr. Winkle has filled
the office of postmaster very acceptably for over seven
years, Ie keeps ttore and has a general stock of
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merchandise. DBesides being engaged in business, he
has also a farm.]

Mr. James Bonner lives in the first house built in
the town, and known as the old stage house, and which
for many years was occupied hy Edward Campbell as

the relay house for the stages between Madison and
Mineral Point,.

The Hon. Matt. M. Anderson is one of the leading
farmers in our town, owning about 350 acres of the
best land in the valley. His farm is known by the
name of “Anderson’s Willow Grove Stock Farm.”
He is largely engaged in the raising of stock, and
has also a large dairy, from which he manufactures a
very choice butter, and ships direct to the Philadel-
phia market. In 1871 he was member of Assembly
for our district. James Farrell, Richard Farrell, M.
Casey, Henry J. Bollig, Jacob Kalscheuer, Joseph
Wallraff, Jeremiash and Ed. Murphy are some of the
leading farmers and stock raisers in the southwestern
part of the town.

The present town officers are: Ienry J. Bollig,
chairman, Jerry Murphy and Joseph Schaefer, as
Supervisors; Henry Winkle, Clerk,; Bernard Bollig,
Treasurery J. A. Mueller, Assessor.

The town has seven substantially built sehool
houses.



