




















TOWNSHIPS

“The Oneidas and St. Regis Indians
paid their share. The U.S. government
agreed to give the six nations forty miles
square, on condition they settled upon it
in six years, if not it reverted again to the
government. None but the Oneidas com-
plied with the stipulations of the treaty.

“The six nations made a treaty with
the government in 1838. At that time
there was a division made between the
Oneidas and the rest of the six nations,
the Oneidas being on their lands, the
others having not come. At that time the
Oneidas, here, on their new purchase
numbered 650, each of whom were to
have one hundred acres.

“Qur title being by this last treaty
secured to us we commenced the arduous
work of felling trees of the dense forest,
making through them roads, bridging
streams, clearing lands and erecting
churches, etc.

“The government of our nation con-
sists as heretofore of the chiefs to whom
all matters of difference between the
members of the nation (warriors) are
referable.

““We have always from our first settle-
ment here, desired and expected that the
criminal code of Wisconsin would be
extended over us by the legislature as it
was over us in the state of New York.
For a long time after the commencement
of our settlement our young men worked
well, there was scarcely any drunkenness
among us, but at length they began to
drink and waste their property and time,
abuse and neglect their families, and often
kill one another.

“We then passed stringent laws (the
majority were opposed todrinking) against
the traffic among us, prohibiting its
being brought into the nation or sold or
given away among us.’’

The chiefs then explained how the
lumbering business was brought among
them by men from Green Bay with intoxi-
cating liquors being given in payment for
the lumber and shingles made in the
sawmills. As a result, the whiskey trade
increased with the lumbering to the point
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that many of the warriors of the nation
did nothing but make shingles, taking
them to Green Bay for whiskey in spite
of the law against it.

“Many, very many of our nation's
hardest men have died by intoxication—
by the traffic that we would have stopped
long ago had we had it in our power.
Some by knives of intoxicated friends;
some drowned crossing ferries, others
frozen. In a word this part of our history
is a history of wretchedness, poverty,
crime and disgrace.”’

The three chiefs pointed out that they
were proud to boast that their national
council had never tolerated for even one
hour the traffic in their greatest enemy.

They also blamed part of their suffering
and crime on the neglect of the state, in-
dicating that a vast amount of their
crime might have been prevented with
proper legislation

"It is occasion of deep regret to us that
many of our young men devote all their
time to making shingle and lumbering
instead of farming. These are generally
the drinking men. Without restraint they
cut timber anywhere on the nation’s land
and appropriate it to their own use. In
this way the drunkards of our nation will
utterly ruin our valuable pine timber and
leave us destitute of building materials,
unless we return to our old custom of
building houses, and again live in the
smoky wigwams. The drinking Indians,
with the help of white men like them-
selves at Green Bay, De Pere and Kau-
kauna, are hastening the ruin of our na-
tion.

“These of our nation who work in the
pinery lay up nothing; many, however,
work on farms; these have enough to live
on. Our lands are good enough if properly
cultivated.”

The last survivor of the original group
of Oneida who emigrated was Mrs. Rose
Schuyler, whose burial rites were cele-
brated at Oneida in August, 1924. She was
said to have reached the age of 109 years.
By this time Oneida had become a town-
ship in Outagamie County, the Indians
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had long since become American citizens
and many Indians had sold their lands
to white settlers.

Today the Town of Oneida is a farming
country, dairying being the most extensive
occupation. Its development has been
one of constant improvement. The town-
ship has 12 miles of state roads, 40 miles
of county roads and 72 miles of town roads
which are all kept in good condition.

When the town organized in 1910 its
first officers were: Nelson Metoxen, Chair-

FOX

man; James W. Cornelius and Richard
Powlas, Supervisors; Oscar Smith, Clerk;
Joseph M. Smith, Treasurer; Cornelius
and Lehigh Wheelock, Justices of Peace;
Eli B. Cornelius and Josiah Hill, Consta-
bles; Josiah Charles and Jannison Metoxen,
Assessors.

The centennial officers were: Fred R.
Hill, Chairman; Ray Steaven and John
Johnston, Supervisors; Mrs. Evangeline
Metoxen, Clerk; Henry Janz, Treasurer;
Albert Van Den Heuvel, Assessor.



