





govermment which recognizes the importance and the dignity of the
individual citizen must be predicated upon intelligent participation
by the individual citizen in the democratic process., Goverment of
the people, by the people and for the people requires a high level
of educat ion and understanding on the part of the citizens of the
Nat ion,

*The American Federction of Labor believes that no child or youth
should be denied educational opportunity because of the economic
status of his parents, Federal funds should be made available,
therefore, to provide work opportunities and sholarships to assist
needy children and youth in staying in school., It is a sad
reflection on our democratic society when a child is farced to
give up his schooling merely because he happens to be a member of
a large family or because his parents happen to be in the low
income group."

Upon the basis of this plilosophy, the labor movement of the United
States believes that organized labor, as a large and important part of
the community, of the state, and of the nation, should make active
support of public education one of the major parts of its program,

In practical operation, this means that union workers should strive to
provide for their children a good education as well as a good home,
food, clothing, and other necessities of living,

ATTITUDE OF PARENTS TOWARD SCHOOLS

During my stay in Germany, I have asked many citizens "Do you have
children in school? Are the schools good? Are the teachers good?"
Almost without exception the reply is:; "The schools are good, the
teachers are good, but we have no school buildings.” This response,

I believe, is in contrast to public opinion of the schools in the

United States where similar questions would doubtless elicit more replies
of a critical nature, Parent opinion, however, in Germany probably does
not represent the same type of opinion one would encounter in the United
States since the German schools are highly centralized and represent
Something handed down to the people by the state, In fact, teachers in
the public schools occupy civil service status (Beamte) and any serious
criticism of them is actually illegal,

The development of more perent interest and more community interest
in the schools, accompanied by intelligent constructive criticism, is an



