


No.24 of the "Rundfunkspiegel," published by the German Industrial Lo ‘;ji

Institute, carried an article headed:" Radio as an Instrument for

Forming Political Oplnlon." The article‘eaid, in part: “Several debates
in the American Congress on the Voice of America showed that people are :
'aware of the problem of political propaganda. But it is hoped- surely f'f'  H
with gustlflcatlon - that there are points of approach promlslng ‘an '
effect behind the Iron Curtain. In Germany RIAS offers the best example

of effective politiecal work. Its principal audlence is in the Soviet

Zone, It supports Soviet Zone residents in forming a free opinion.

RIAS'S work is made easier to some degree by the fabtdthat its listeners
are willing to think over what is offered them. That is, RIAS broad- |
casts are not, as was the case with Allied stations during the war,

‘branded as enemy propaganda and thus listened toiin a pfejudiced frame K

of mind."

Stockholm .

"Aftonbladet": "RIAS pdrtrays Russian characteristics relentlessly."

"New York Herald Tribune': "RIAS haé long been a thorn in the side of

the East German anthorities, and was specifieally singled out by the

Soviet commander-in-chief in East Germany, Gen. Vassily Chuikov, in a
note to Mr. Donnelly and the other Western High Commissioners protestlng

'eespionage activities' against East Germany.ees"

"The Few York Times": "But both the Russians and the German Cdﬁmun;sts

understand that East Germany cannot be considered a.reliable ally so ‘ s

long as RIAS reaches East German:-homeS.e.."

"New York Herald Tribune": "One great trouble with our information pro- -

gfams has been a certain grandiosity, a dealing too much in a wide field,
- a reiteration of abstractions ill understood by the audience - if indeed
such stuff has had an audienceé. Another way of handling.informatidn has
been demonstrated for years by the Berlin Radio Station RIAS. RIAS, with
an audience in Last Germany that it can check on, has shown the.re‘latix‘re i
ineffectiveness of sober lectures, no matter how-high-minded, and of
descriptibns of the Amefican way of life, no matter how correct. It has
shown that an Iron Curtéin audience will listen most closely to programs
dealing in local news and comment, and talking in the ‘terms of the

listeners' daily lives, sometimes seriously, sometimes with humor...."



On the occasion of the 5th annlversary of RIAS, Februany Ty 1951,'

' Layor Reuter stated:
"e.o RIAS broadcasts have become an 1ntegral part of Berlin 11fe, Whlch
is hardly conceivable without it (RIAS)....

"Die Welt", 7 Feb 1951:

", .. As the '"Voice of Freedom" for the island of Berlin and the Soviet
Zone RIAS plays an exiraordinary role in the fight against Dastern terror

and tyranny."

"The 'Radio in the American Sector' is called upon to perform an important
task: it is the connecting link between the Germans on either side of the
prn Curtain.” '

"Depesche", T Feb 1951:

"If it is econsidered proper to measure the significance of a radio station
by the amount of hatred extended by 1ts opponents, then RIAS, which cele-
brates its flfth anniversary today, has achieved a rare degree of fame...

- Proféssor Reuter, Mayor of Berlin, at the Qpening of the new 20 kw gshort=

wave transmltter on 8 Aug,19512

"From noﬁ qn we have another opportunity to bring the truth to our
. oppressed countrymen in the Soviet controlled zone and to those peoples
whﬁ have been robbed of .their freedom on the other side of the Iron

Curtain.”

The Soviet German Anti—RiﬁS Campaigns

During the last seven years the Communist organs of the Soviet Zone
and the Soviet Sector of Berlin have expended an incalculable amount of
_ ﬂewe‘space and air time in attacks upon RIAS, The station's staff have
happily accepted the Communist slogan "RIAS is worse than cyanide" as a
house motto. It sums up our opponent's estimate of our effectiveness, of

which he is certainly the best judge.



