














1626 FORBEIGN RELATIONS.
[Inelosure 2 in No. 139.]
Mr. Straus to Said Pasha.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Constantinople, June 16, 1888,

ExceLLeENcy: The right to publish the Bible in Turkish and to circulate it has
been exercised by Christian societies in this Empire for many years. Why thisright
should at this time be denied by his excellency the minister of publie instruction is a
matter I can not understand, nor can I believe that he is acting within the scope of
his authority in taking such a course, which is not only contrary to the guaranties of
religious liberty, but also in conflict with treaty rights relating to trade and com-
merce.

The permit to print and eirculate the Bible in Turkish was given to the American
Bible Society on February 21,1880 (1295 old style), also on June 28, 1886 (1302 old
style), and again as hereinafter stated on the 28th July, 1886 (1302 old style).

For some time past the ministry of public instruction has placed varions obstacles .
in the way of the American Bible Society in the prosecution of its legitimate work.
The society not wishing to trouble the legation, has submitted to the many little dif-
ficulties that have thus interposed. Matters have now come to such a pass that
official action has to be taken.

A few weeks sinee the Bible Society printed in accordance with the terms of the
law a second edition of the New ‘Testament in Turkish, for which it had obtained
official anthorization on the 28th July, 1836 (1302 old style), but it appears that the
Enjuman council of public instruction has recently refused to gllow the publication
of the same.

The ground upon which such refusal was based is thut the Bibleis obnoxious. I
doubt if sach refusal or objection will be sustained for one moment by the Sublime
Porte.

It is only necessary to referin this connection to a note written by hisexcellency the
late Mehemet Emin Aali Pasha, then imperial minister of foreign affairs, to Sir Henry
Bulwer, Her Britannic Majesty’s ambassador, bearing date 10th Cheval, 1277 (April
2, 1861), wherein he states.(translation) : “No impediment has hitherto been offered
to the sale of Holy Testaments printed in various tongues, and thus, in accordance
with your excellency’s desire, no impediment will now e placed.”

Without going into an argument on this subject, itis hoped that sufficient has been
presented to induce your excellency to have proper instructions given so that the
right to print, translate, and cirenlate the Bible be no longer withheld.

Accept, excellency, ete.,

. 0. 8, SrravUs.

No. 1103.
Mr. Bayard to Mr. Straus.

No. 159.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, November 21, 1888,

SIR : Lhave much satisfaction in acknowledging Mr. King’s dispatch,
No. 133, of the 3d instant, reporting that His Imperial Majesty the Sul-
tan had decided to grant an iradeh to the representatives of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania permitting archaological explorations in As-
syria and Babylonia. :

I am, ete.,
T. F. BAYARD.
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CORRESPONDENOCE WITH THE LEGATION OF TURKEY AT
WASHINGTON.

No. 1104.

Mavroyeni Bey to Mr. Bayard.
[Translation.]

IMPERIAL LEGATION OoF TURKEY,
Washington, March 2, 1888. (Received March 2.

Mr. SECRETARY OF STATE: The Sublime Porte has recently charged
me to bring to your excellency’s knowledge the following facts:

In view of the inconveniences growing out of the congregation inPal-
estine of Israelites who resort thither from every quarter to take up
their residence there, the Imperial Government interdicted their immi-
gration into that part of the Kmpire. Nevertheless, certain among them
suceeeded in establishing themselves there. In order to put an end to
this state of things, the Sublime Porte has decided only to aunthorize free
access into Palestine to Israelites coming from foreign countries under
the following conditions: Their passports should expressly state that
they are going to Jerusalem in the performance of a pilgrimage, and not
for the purpose of engaging in commerce or taking up their residence
there. As regards their sojourn in Palestine, instead of ovne montl, it
can not, in any case, exeeed the space of three months, They must have
their passports so drawn up (libel(és) visaed by the Ottoman consul, and
on their arrival they will be bound to supply themselves with a “ per-
mis de séjour,” issued by the Imperial authorities and couched in the
same terms.

I avail, etc., , A. MAVROYENL

No. 1105.
Mr. Bayard to Mavroyeni Bey.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, Mareh 5, 1338.

Str: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the
2d instant, in which you inform me that, in view of the alleged in-
convenience of the resort of numerous alien Israelites to Palestine for
purposes of business and residence, the Sublime Porte has decided only
to authorize the entrance of snch Israelites on the condition that they
bear passports which shall ¢ expressly state that they are going to Je-
rusalem in the performance of a pilgrimage and not for the purpose of
engaging in commerce or taking up their residence there ;7 that the
passports so drawn up shall be visaed by the Ottoman consuls, and that,.
on arrival, the holders shall be bound to supply themselves with ¢ per-
mits of sojourn” issued by the Imperial authorities and couched in the
same terms as the passports.

As the matter to which your note relates is pending at Constantino-
ple, and representations in respect thereof have been made to the Sub-
lime Porte by the envoy of the United States, I have transmitted a
copy of your communication to Mr. Straus with suitable instructions.
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Imay, however, remark for your information, apart from other and
weighty considerations, touching which Mr. Straus is fally advised,
that by the settled practice, and by the laws governing the Department
of State, it is precluded from giving to citizens of the United States
preparing to go abroad any certificate as to their purpose in 8o going.

Accept, ete.,
T. F. BAYARD.

No. 1106.
Mavroyeni Bey to Mr. Bayard.

[Translation. ]

IMPERIAL LEGATION OF TURKEY,
Waslington, October 30, 1888. *
Mr. SECRETARY : By my note dated the 2d of Mareh last, I had the
honor to bring to the knowledge of your excellency certain regulations
which the Sublime Porte had deemed incumbent to adopt in regard to
the sojourn of Israclites in Palestine.
- In present conformity with new instructions from my Government I
have the pleasure to inform your excellency that the measures recited
in my aforesaid note are only applicable to Israelites emigrating iu a
body (en mombre), and that no obstacle will be raised against the sojourn
of those who do not come within this case. |
Accont, etc., ‘ '
A. MAVROYENL

No. 1107,
Mr. Rives to Mavroyeni Bey.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, November 3, 1888,

S1r: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your note of the
30th ultimo, explaining that the recent regulations of the Sublime Porte
relative to the sojourn of Jews in Palestine are only applicable to Israel-
ites emigrating in a body, and saying that no obstacle will be raised
against those who do not fall within this class,

Aeccept, ete.,
G. L. RivEs,
Acting Secretary.



