

















478 . FOREIGN RELATIONS.

- of that river, it shall be the duty of the commander-in-chief of the active Russian forces -

. to take all measures in his power to the end that the navigation and the lawful com-
merce of neutrals on that river may be as free as possible, and may be subjected only
to such temporary restrictions as are rendered necessary by the exigencies of war’;
which restrictions are to be removed as speedily as possible.- :

IX. The military authorities, moreover, shall furnish their special protection to the
buildings, the labors, and the personnel of the European Danube commission, these
being covered by the special neutral flag of that commission. ’ ] )

According to the Geneva convention of August 4§, 1864, relative to wonnded or sick
soldiers the commanders of the belligerent.armies- are bound 'to respect those stipula-
tions of that convention which provide for the inviolability of hospitals and ambu-
lances belonging to the enemy, and of the persons employed in his medical service, on
condition of reciprocity on the part of the enemy. Remark: When the Turkish Gov-
ernment shall, -with the previous consent of Russia, have adopted, instead of the flag of
Geneva, with the red cross, a particular distinetive sign for its hospitals and ambu-
lances, the commanders of the belligerent armies will take all necessary measures to
secure the inviolability of the establishments and persons placed under the protec-
tion of this distinctive sign, according to the Geneva convention, if the stipulations of
that convention shall be observed by the Ottoman authorities.

XI. According to the Sf. Petersburg declaration of November 29 (December 11),
the use of projectiles weighing less than 400 grams, of an explosive nature, or charged
with fulminating or inflammable material, is absolutely interdicted.

XIL In order to lessen the calamities of war, and to reconcile, asfar as possible, and
under the limitation of reeiprocity the exigencies of war with those of humanity, the
military authorities shall conform in their acts to the spirit of the principles laid
down by the conference held at Brussels in 1874, so far as they are applicable to Turkey
and in harmony with the special objects of the present war.

No. 278,

My, Skishkm to Mfr Frvarts.

[Translation.] %
LEGATION OF RUSSIA,
- Washington, June 26, 1877, (Received June 26.)

Sir: His Méjesty the Emperbr, my angustsovereign, deigned to order

on the ﬁ%—ﬁd‘:;’ last, that any vessel sailing under a neutral flag should

have theright, during the entire duration of the present war with Turkey,
to.engage in the coasting trade between the Russian ports of the Black
Sea and the Sea of Azov.

In bringing this decision to the knowledge of the Federal Govern-
ment, I avail myself of this occasion to beg you, Mr. Secretary of State,
to accept the assurance of my very high consideration.

‘ . * N. SHISHKIN.

No. 279.

Mr. Seward to Mr. ‘Shishkin.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
! Washington, June 29, 1877.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge with thanks . the receipt of your
note of the 23d instant, transmitting a copy of the regulations to be ob-
served by the military and civil functionaries of your government dur-
ing the present war in regard to the subjects of Turkey and to those
of the neutral states. : ‘ :
Accept, sir, a renewed assurance of my very high consideration.
o o F. W, SEWARD,
Acting Secretary.
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No. 280.
Mr Seward to Mr. Shishkin.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

, Washington, June 29, 1877,
Sik: -1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the
26th_instant, in which you inform this Department that your govern-
ment has ordered that any vessel sailing under a neuntral flag shall have
the right, during-the present war with Tarkey, to engage in the coasting

trade between-its ports.on the Black Sea.and the Sea of Azov. ‘

Accept, sir, a renewed assarance of my very high consideration.
' ‘ F. W. SEWARD,
Acting Secretary.

*

No. 281.
My, Shishkin to M? Hearts.

[Translation.] *
5 LeEGATION OF RUSSIA,
Washington, August £5,-1877. (Received Aungust 20,1877.)

Mr. SECRETARY OF STATE: I have the honor herewith to transmit
.to you a printed copy of the new regulations concerning the entrance
‘and departure of vessels from some of our ports. These have been ren-
dered neecessary by the exigencies of the defense of our coasts during
the present war. : Bl &

I beg you. Mr. Secretary of State, to take such measures as you may
think proper for the purpose of bringing the contents of this document
to the knowledge of all whom it may concern, and I avail myself of this
occasion to renew to you the assurances, &c., &e. :

SHISHKIN.

[Inclesure.—Translation.]
NOTICE.

‘War having been declarad the 12th of April, the arrival and sailing of vessels from
the port of Odessa, from the Liman (estuary) of the Duieper and the Bong, in the
Strait-of Kertech and in the Bay of Sebastopol, is permitted only upon the following

- conditions, which, althongh not-foreseen by maritime international law, may occur
.at present when the ports are pretected by torpede blockades, the passage of which
should remain secret. ‘

1st. Every vessel upon arrival should stop outside the line of the torpedo blockade,
where Russian officers with their retinue will meet it, and taking command of the said
vessel will enter the port after being convinced of the regularity of the ship’s papers.

2d. The captain of thesaid vessel will engage in writing, as well for himself as for
his vessel and passengers, that while crossing the barricades no person will remain on
deck nor seek to see, by the port-holes and scuttles; the route followed by the vessel.

3d. The same course shall be absolutely observed at the sailing of the vessels of com-
merce-from port; that is, that the-command of the said vessel shall be assumed by a
Russian officer with hia retinue, conformably to articles 1 and 2.

In case of the appearance of a cruiser of war in the places where it is. possible to
observe the entrance and exit of vessels, the Russian authorities will exact their with-
‘drawal to a certain- distance, sufficiently long to effect the entrance or sailing of the
vessel, “Until the accomplishment of this formality no vessel can enter or leave. But
at the same time the captains will be warned that it is possible that the hostile ernisers
of war may not be willing to consent to this proposition, and may immediately begin
hostilities; in such case the vessels lying in the port and deprived thus of the possi-
bility of sailing, inevitably expose themselves to all the danger of the enemy’s fire. .




