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I bave fixed my departure at the beginning of next month, but having
been informed that you will leave Washington for some time, and that
I may not be allowed to take my leave from his Excellency the President
during his absence from this city, I respectfully request you to present
to his Excellency the sentiments of my highest respect and of my sin-
cere wishes for his welfare and for the happiness of the people and the
many friends of this country, where I had the honor to represent my
august sovereign and the interests of my country for the best part of
my life.

I also awvail myself of this occason to renew to you the assurances of
my highest consideration.

FR. v. GEROLT.

No. 192.
Mr. Fish to Baron Gerolt.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
' Washington, June 26, 1871,

S1r: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the
23d instant, announcing that Mr. Von Schlozer, late minister resident
of the North German Union in Mexico, has been appointed your sue-
cessor to represent the government of his Majesty the Emperor of Ger-
Anany near this Government, and that, having received permission for
that purpose, you intend to leave here prior to the arrival of Mr. Von
Schlozer, after having presented Mr. Von Alvensleben as chargé
dQ’affaires ad interim.

In reply, I have the honor to express, on behalf of the Tresident, his
disappointment that, owing to his absence from the city, he will be
obliged to forego the usunal ceremony of parting with you. He, how-
ever, directs me to express his poignant regret that you should relin-
quish the high trust which you have so long, so faithfully, and so hon-
orably discharged in this capital, a regret which will be deeply shared
by your many friends. His best wishes will attend you. I shall not -
fail to make known to him the kind sentiments which you express
towards him and toward the people of this country—sentiments which I
am sure that he cordially reciprocates in respect to the Emperor and
people of Germany.. If you will call here at twelve o’clock to-morrow,
I will receive you, in order that you may present Baron Alvensleben.

I avail myself of this occasion, &c.,
HAMILTON FISH.

No. 193.
Baron Gerolt to Mr. Fish.
[Translation.]

LucATION OF THE NoRTH GERMAN UNION,
Washington, June 26, 1871. (Received June 27.)
The undersigned, envoy and minister plenipotentiary of the North
. German Union, has the honor, in accordance with instruetions received,
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most respectfully to transmit to the Hon. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of
State of the United States, a copy of a dispatch of the 19th ultimo, .
whereby his highness the chancellor of the German Empire informs the
maritime powers of the conduect of the French warnavy toward the
German corvette Augusta, in the Spanish port of Vigo, of the opin-
ion entertained by the Imperial German government of this conduct,
as well as of the reasons for which said government did not make said
conduct the subject of a protest.

The undersigned gladly avails himself of this additional occasion to
renew to the honorable Secretary of State the assurances of his most
distinguished consideration, ‘

' FR. v. GEROLT.

[ Translation.]

‘Burrix, May 19, 1871.

According to the reports (the truth of which has been otherwise confirmed) of the
commander of the German corvette Augusta, the French war-navy observed, while the

" said vessel was in the Spanish port of Vigo, in January last, & course of conduct toward
her which was at variance with anquestionable prineciples of international law.

The French iron-clad frigate Heroine, having entered the port of Vigo on the 13th of
January, and having approached so near to the Augusta (with the unmistakable
design of reconnoitering) that the latter was forced to draw in her anchor to sixty
fathoms, ran out on the day following, not in order to put to sea, but to cast anchor
within the Bay of Vigo, among the Cies Islands, 8he thenee came farther into the
harbor by night, and sent off her steam-launch to make observations. She also kept -
making signals from her anchorage in neutral water to several French vessels which
were lyiug or cruising outside, of which several bore her company by turns, (one at a
time.) Although the object of this spying in neutral waters was frustrated: by the
loyal and firm enforcement of the neutrality lJaws on the part of the Spanish govern-
ment, and by the signing of a truce on the 28th of the same month, there was reason
for the allied German governments to bring the conduct of the French vessels of war,
which was in violation of the law of nations, to the knowledge of maritime powers,
whieh, in every naval war, have an equal interest in having the rights of neutrals
respected, and the presumptions of the belligerents, which are based npon them, not
deceived. In order not to anticipate the royal Spanish government as the one prinei-
pally interested, I addressed the inquiry to the eabinet at Madrid whether it proposed

. to issue a prpclamation in defense of its texritorial rights. I was informed, in reply,
that the Spanish government had entered into correspondence with the delegation of
the Government of the national defense at Bordeaux, and felt satisfied in consequence
of a declaration which had been received from the same, which left the right inviolate
in prineiple, the observance of which in fact (recognition of which ?) the Spanish gov-
ernment had obtained. Since, meanwhile, the conclusgion of a peace has taken place,
I think proper to refrain from making a protest. In order, however, that no inferences
may hereafter be drawn from our silence, 1 take the liberty of bringing the conduct of
the French war-navy toward the Augusta, onr opinion of this conduet, and our reasons
for not making it a subject of protest, to the knowledge of maritime nations. I most
respectfully beg yonr excellency to be pleased to send a copy of this dispatch to the
minister of foreign affairs.

V. BISMARCK.



