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wholly with the establishment of the proposed Atomic Energy Com-
mission of the United Nations Organization in connection with the
plan annunciated by President Truman and Prime Minister Attlee in
their recent declaration.

Sincerely yours, James FORRESTAL

Lot 55D 668, Box 2380

Memorandum by the Secretary of War (Patterson) to the
Secretary of State

WasHINGTON, December 11,1945.

For your information I am sending you a copy of a memorandum
from General Groves on certain questions in which I know your mis-
sion to Moscow is interested.

I approve of paragraphs 1z and . No comment by me is necessary
on paragraph lc or paragraph 2 which merely reflect General Groves’
views.

Roserr P, PATTERSON

[Enclosure]
WasniNeTON, 11 December, 1945.

MEMORANDUM FOR THBE SECRETARY OF WAR:

1. In accordance with your instructions I give below my views
on the steps which should be taken with respect to our domestic
situation insofar as it affects the Moscow negotiations. If these meet
with your approval, the United States representatives for the
scheduled atomic energy discussions in Moscow should be informed.

a. Scientific information which can safely be made public should
be released as soon as practicable. The possible amount of this infor-
mation is so great that it cannot all be released at once but the process
of release will extend over the next year or so. It includes information
on medical research and other scientific matters not related to bomb
production. A large amount of other information is vital to the na-
tional security and must not be released. _Still other material is doubt-
ful and will have to be carefully screened. I am momentarily expect-
ing recommendations from my committee of scientists which has been
reviewing this question.

b. Arrangements should be made as soon as practicable for
the distribution of certain isotopes of value for peacetime research
in medicine and other sciences. Possible isotopes among others
might be radio-sodium, radio-phosphorus, long life radio-carbon,
radio-iron and radio-calcium. This step would not endanger the
national security by appreciably hastening bomb production in any
other country. While such isotopes can be made in minute quanti-
ties in cyclotrons they can be made in real quantity as by-products of
our operations. No isotopes of real value in further research for
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bomb production should be released. There will be a considerable
time lag involved in making the arrangements for proper distribu-
tion to qualified scientists in this country which must be done before
any distribution can be made to foreign governments or nationals.

¢. The visits of foreign scientists to this country would have to be
carefully supervised to prevent them from gaining appreciable in-
formation applicable to wartime uses of atomic energy. Further-
more, I know of no way of ensuring that American scientists
traveling in Russia will not disclose vital information.

2. I hope that the negotiators will not go beyond the first step out-
lined in the Joint Declaration of November 15, 1945. Specifically 1
hope they will not at this time discuss the raw material situation as
covered in Paragraph 8 of the Declaration.

L. R. Groves
Major General, USA

[For documentation concerning atomic energy prior to and during
the Tripartite Conference of Foreign Ministers which took place in
Moscow, December 16-26, 1945, see pages 560 ff.]

500.CC (PC)/12-2845 : Telegram

The Acting Secretary of State to the Ambassador in the United
Kingdom (Winant)

WasuaINGgTON, December 29, 1945—9 p. m.

11149. Reference Copre 680.#° Please request British Government
to take necessary steps to have formation of an Atomic Energy Com-
mission placed on the agenda of GA by January 4 as a proposal
sponsored by the United Kingdom, Russia, the United States and
Canada, and also by China and France if their concurrence in this
procedure is obtained by the British Government. Inform Steven-
son * of this action.

For your information an invitation has been extended by us in
accordance with the Moscow Agreement® to the other permanent
members of the Security Council, France and China, together with
Canada to join in assuming the initiative in sponsoring the proposed
resolution at the first session of the General Assembly.

AcHESON

“ Reference is to telegram 13630, December 28, 1945, from London, which
inquired concerning the possibility of including atomiec energy on the General
Assembly agenda (500.CC (PC)/12-2845). Copre was the designation for
telegrams from the United States delegation to the United Nations Preparatory
Commission, meeting in London.

“ Adlai E. Stevenson, Acting United States Representative, United Nations
Preparatory Commission.

* See Section VII of the Communiqué on the Moscow Conference of the Three
Foreign Ministers, December 27, 1945, transmitted to the Department in telegram
4284, December 27, 3 a. m., from Moscow, pp. 815, 822.



