











SYRIA AND THE LEBANON 937

origin in this country may have a clear idea as to the effect upon their
American citizenship of option for Syrian or Lebanese nationality, it
seems desirable to furnish the Reverend Mr. Hoffiz with the Depart-
ment’s opinion in order that he may advise his compatriots. You
have already expressed informally the opinion that such option would
have no effect upon the American citizenship of the persons in question
as long as such persons continue to reside in the United States. It was
my understanding, however, that you felt that if, after opting, such
persons should take some step to carry their choice of nationality into
effect, such as taking up residence in Syria or in the Lebanese Republie,
they would automatically lose their American citizenship under the
terms of the Act of 1907.2
I should be appreciative if you would suggest a paragraph covering
this point for incorporation in a letter which we intend to write to Mr.
Hoffiz. Iattach arough draft ? of such a letter.
Warrace Murray

890D.11/78
Memorandum by the Assistant to the Legal Adviser (Flournoy) to
the Chief of the Division of Near Eastern Affairs (Murray)

[WasHiNeTON,] November 9, 1937.

With reference to the attached letters left with me by Mr. Alling,»
and Miss Holland * and to my oral discussions with them, I may say
that naturalized citizens of the United States of Syrian origin, who
inquire concerning the desirability of their opting for Syrian nation-
ality, for the protection of their property, should be advised that the
exercise of such option would be inconsistent with the oaths which
they took when obtaining naturalization as citizens of the United
States, in which they declared allegiance to the United States and
renounced allegiance to the state of which they were formerly na-
tionals; also that, by exercising such option, they would endanger
their status as citizens of the United States. A similar statement
should be made to natives of Lebanon.

While the exercise of the proposed option might not be regarded
as having the effect of expatriating the persons in question, under
the provision of the first paragraph of section 2 of the act of March 2,
1907, so long as such persons continue to reside in the United States,
such would probably not be the case if they should leave the United
States and take up their residence in Syria or Lebanon.

R. W. Frournox

#3834 Stat. 1228,

= Not found in Department files.

% October 4, p. 931.

* Apparently the memorandum by the Chief of the Division of Near Eastern
Affairs, supra.
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390D.11/79
T he Consul at Beirut (Steger) to the Secretary of State

No. 316 Bemrur, November 9, 1937.
[Received November 24.]

Sir: I have the honor to refer to my despatch No. 812 of November
3, 1937, reporting the verbal assurances given by the French High
Commission with regard to recognition of the nationality of American
citizens of Syrian and Lebanese origin, and to enclose a copy, with
translation, of the High Commission’s note dated November 5, 1937,
which repeats these assurances in writing.

Respectfully yours, CrrisTiAN T. STEGER

[Enclosure—Translation]

The French High Commission in Syria and the Lebanon to the
American Consulate General at Beirut

The High Commission of the French Republic in Syria and the
Lebanon presents its compliments to the Consulate General of the
United States and, referring to its note of the 2nd of this month and
to the conversation which Mr. Steger had on the same date with M. de
Sandfort, has the honor to confirm to him that the provisions of the
Gouraud-Knabenshue Agreement continue to be applied in Syria and
the Lebanon.

Steps have just been taken with a view to having the Department
of Foreign Affairs recall the terms of the said agreement to the
attention of diplomatic and consular agents of the Republic in the
United States.

Bemrut, November 5, 1937.

(sean) Hicm CoMMIssioN oF THE FRENCH
REPUBLIC IN SYRIA AND THE LEBANON
Bureau Diplomatique

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND FRANCE REGARD-
ING CUSTOMS PRIVILEGES FOR EDUCATIONAL, RELIGIOUS, AND
PHILANTHROPIC INSTITUTIONS IN SYRIA AND THE LEBANON *

[Effected by exchange of notes, signed February 18, 1937; for texts
of notes, see Department of State Executive Agreement Series No. 107,
or 51 Stat. 279.]

¥ IFor previous correspondence, see Foreign Relations, 1936, vol, o1, pp. 460 ff,



