BULGARIA

NATURALIZATION TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND
BULGARIA, SIGNED NOVEMBER 23, 1923

711.744/10
The Minister in Bulgario (Wilson) to the Secretary of State

No. 389 Sor1a, November 23, 1923.
[Received December 15.]

Sir: Referring to the Legation’s telegram No. 46 of today’s date,*
I have the honor to transmit herewith the Naturalization Treaty
between the United States and Bulgaria, signed today by the
Bulgarian Minister for Foreign Affairs and myself.?

I also enclose herewith the full powers® of the King of the
Bulgarians authorizing Mr. Kalfoff, the Minister for Foreign Affairs
to sign the treaty in question.

It may be of interest to recall that this is the first and only treaty
ever signed between the United States and Bulgaria. The Minister
for Foreign Affairs referred to this, saying that he considered him-
self fortunate to be the first Bulgarian Minister to sign a treaty with
a nation for which all Bulgarians entertained such strong sentiments
of admiration and friendship, and that he hoped that this treaty
would be followed by others which would further strengthen the ties
between the two countries.

I have [etc.] ) Cuarces S. Winsox

Treaty Series No. 684

Treaty between the United States of America and Bulgaria, Signed
at Sofia, November 23, 1923 *

The President of the United States of America and His Majesty
Boris 111, King of the Bulgarians, being desirous of reaching an

* Not printed.

? The naturalization treaty was proposed by the American Government. The
first draft, as transmitted to the Minister in Bulgaria in instruction no. 25,
Sept. 23, 1922 (not printed), was accepted without change by the Bulgarian
Government. Certain meodifications in the draft were transmitted by the
Department of State to the Minister in Bulgaria in instruction no., 57, Aug.
2, 1923 (not printed). These changes were also accepted by the Bulgarian
Government.

? Ratifleation advised by the Senate, Feb. 18, 1924; ratified by the President,
Feb. 26, 1924 ; ratified by Bulgaria, Mar. 30, 1924; ratifications exchanged at
Sofia, Apr. 5, 1924 ; proclaimed by the President, May 6, 1924,
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agreement concerning the status of former nationals of either coun-
try who have acquired, or may acquire, the nationality of the other
by reasonable processes of naturalization within any territory under
its sovereignty, have resolved to conclude a treaty on this subject
and for that purpose have appointed their plenipotentiaries, that
is to say:

TraEe PresmpENT oF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERIOA :

Charles S. Wilson, Envoy Extraordinary & Minister Plenipo-
tentiary of the United States of America to Bulgaria;

AND His Masesty, THE KiNG oF THE BULGARIANS

Christo Kalfoff, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Worship of
Bulgaria,

Who, having communicated to each other their full powers, found
to be in good and due form, have agreed upon the following Articles:

Arricte 1

Nationals of the United States who have been or shall be natural-
ized in Bulgarian territory, shall be held by the United States to
have lost their former nationality and to be nationals of Bulgaria.

Reciprocally, nationals of Bulgaria who have been or shall be
naturalized in territory of the United States shall be held by Bul-
garia to have lost their original nationality and to be nationals of
the United States.

The foregoing provisions of this Article are subject to any law
of either country providing that its nationals do not lose their
nationality by becoming naturalized in another country in time of
war.

The word “national”, as used in this convention, means a person
owing permanent allegiance to, or having the nationality of, the
United States or Bulgaria, respectively, under the laws thereof.

The word “naturalized”, refers only to the naturalization of per-
sons of full age, upon their own applications, and to the naturali-
zation of minors through the naturalization of their parents. It
does not apply to the acquisition of nationality by a woman through
marriage,

Arricie IT

Nationals of either country who have or shall become naturalized
in the territory of the other, as contemplated in Article I, shall not,
upon returning to the country of former nationality, be punishable
for the original act of emigration, or for failure, prior to naturali-
zation, to respond to calls for military service not accruing until
after bona fide residence was acquired in the territory of the country
whose nationality was obtained by naturalization.
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Arricie IIT

If a national of either country, who comes within the purview of
Article I, shall renew his residence in his country of origin without
the intent to return to that in which he was naturalized, he shall be
held to have renounced his naturalization.

The intent not to return may be held to exist when a person natu-
ralized in one country shall have resided more than two years in the
other.

ArtIicLE IV

The present Treaty shall go into effect immediately upon the ex-
change of ratifications, and shall continue in force for ten years. If
neither party shall have given to the other six months’ previous notice
of its intention then to terminate the Treaty, it shall further remain
in force until the end of twelve months after either of the contracting
parties shall have given notice to the other of such intention.

In Wirness Waereor, the respective plenipotentiaries have signed
this Treaty and have hereunto affixed their seals.

Done in duplicate at Sofia this 23rd day of November 1923.

[sear] Crartes S. Winson
[sEarL] Cer. Kavrrorr



