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817.00/2591 : Telegram

The Minister in Nicaragua (Jefferson) to the Acting Secretary of
State

Mawacua, April 28, 1919, 3 p.m.*"
In reply Department’s April 26, 5 p.m. After receiving Consul’s
telegram and despatch I immediately proceeded to informally take
up this matter with Nicaraguan officials and later with the Presi-
dent who was absent from the city at that time. Nicaraguan offi-
cials maintained and contended that the petitioners should have
appealed directly to the Nicaraguan Government and not the Amer-
ican Consul for protection. At any rate I was assured that extra
police would be immediately sent and all necessary guarantees given.
In regard to the Consul’s report and representations concerning
Martin and his American citizenship the American Consul is in
error and should have been better informed. The records of the
Nicaraguan Government show that Martin by his application to
the Nicaraguan Government became a naturalized citizen of Nica-
ragua by decree number 127 dated September 12th 1918.
In my opinion the solution of the Atlantic coast question lies in
the proper selection of a substantial man for Governor.
’ JEFFERSON

817.00/2591 : Telegram

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua
(Jefferson)

WasHINGTON, May 3, 1919, 10 a.m.

Your April 28, 2 [§] p.m.

Department has suggested to the Navy Department the advisabil-
ity of the visit of a warship to Bluefields. You will be advised if
this visit is practicable and you may confidentially inform the Consul
at Bluefields of Department’s action.

In the Consul’s April 7, despatch® he states that the signers of
the petition to him had been notified that they must leave Honduras
[Nicaragua] within 90 days. This information has been informally
confirmed by the Nicaraguan Minister in Washington. The Depart-
ment is unable to see anything in the petition which should cause its
signers, mostly foreigners, to merit such treatment. The conditions
in Bluefields appear to have been very bad and the petitioners ap-
parently only ask the good offices of this Government, with the Gov-

" Received the same day, but hour of receipt not indicated.
® Consul’s despatch of Apr. 7 to the Legation at Managua not printed. It is
the report mentioned in his despatch No. 241 of Apr. 9, p. 671.
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ernment of Nicaragua, for their better protection. You will inform
the Nicaraguan Government of the Department’s views and state
that this Government would view the expulsion of the petitioners
with grave concern.

You will further inform the Nicaraguan Government that the peti-
tion in question has caused this Government to realize that consider-
able lawlessness exists in Bluefields and that it is hoped that the
Nicaraguan Government will take steps to end this lawlessness.

Porx

§17.00/2596 : Telegram

The Minister in Nicaragua (Jefferson) to the Acting Secretary of
State

Mawacua, May 9, 1919, 2 p.m.
[Received May 10, }.45 p.m.]

Department’s May 3, 10 a.m. regarding the decree. A few days
ago Chamorro gave instructions to the Governor of Bluefields to the
effect that the decree would not apply to those who signed the peti-
tion if they would declare that they had no intention of causing
embarrassment or injury to the Government. :

I have had several discussions on the boundary dispute *® situation
with the President and apparently he is inclined to act upon some
of my suggestions now. Immediately upon receipt of the Depart-
ment’s May 3, 10 a.m. I again brought strongly to his attention the
Department’s views. Ie informed me that after the return of the
Governor of Bluefields who is now in Panama he would have a full
discussion of the question with him and probably would appoint a
more satisfactory man for that post.

- JEFFERSON

§17.00/2591 ; Telegram

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua
(Sefferson)

WasmingTON, June 6, 1919, 5 p.m.

Your April 28,2 [3] p.m.

If American merchants are to be expelled, Department wishes to
be kept closely informed in ample time to take any action which
might appear desirable. Has expulsion decree been repealed ?

Porx

¥ Boundary dispute with Honduras, vol. 1, pp. 114 ff,
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817.00/2602 : Telegram

The Minister in Nicaragua (Jefferson) to the Acting Secretary of
State

Mav~acuoa, June 9, 1919, 11 a.m.
[Received 12.10 p.m.]

Department’s June 5, 5 pm. The President proposed to me this
morning the sending of Mr. Adan Canton as Governor of Bluefields
whom I consider an excellent man for that post and who should com-
mand the respect of all. I believe he will be able to settle satisfac-
torily pending difficulties at Bluefields.

The decree of expulsion has not yet been recalled by the President,

and I do not believe it will be enforced.
J EFFERSON

817.00/2602 : Telegram

The Acting Secretary of State to the Minister in Nicaragua
(Sefferson)

W asHINGTON, June 12, 1919, 6 p.m.
Your June 1 [9], 11 am.
Department pleased, good man to be Governor of Bluefields but
believes fairness demands that Government publicly assume a definite
position with respect to expulsion decree. Keep Department in-

formed by cable.
Porx

~17.00/26086 : Telegram

The Minister in Nicaragua (Jefferson) to the Acting Secretary
of State

Managua, June 25, 1919, 2 p.m.
[Received June 26, 3.11 a.m.]
Referring to my cable of June 9th, 11 a.m. Mr. Canton within
the next 10 days expects to arrive at Bluefields to assume duties.
Now that matters have been placed in his hands, I do not believe
that there will be any difficulty in the prompt and satisfactory
settlement of the pending question including expulsion decree.
JEFFERSON
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817.00/2610
The Consul at Bluefields (Sanders) to the Acting Secretary of State

[Extract]

No. 291 Brurrizios, July 15, 1919.
[Received July 25.]

As for the expulsion decree incident, however, I am glad to report
that I consider the matter closed; . . .

. . . the decree was shortly ordered suspended. According to my
private information, it was so ordered on June the 25th. The
Governor of Bluefields got the news officially on the 28th. . . .

I have [ete.] JorN O. SANDERS

BOUNDARY DISPUTE WITH HONDURAS

(See volume I, pages 114 ff.)



