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land ; having for its mission the restoration of that equilibrium of internatic
obligation, which pride, passion, or ignorance for a time may have disturbed

But, gentlemen, you have not the time, nor I the power, to do justice to g1
grand considerations. Suffer me, therefore, to thank you, in such inadeqt
terms as I have at my command, for the honor you have done me in accept
the toast just offered by the distinguished gentleman who has this day
kindly acted as the escort of the minister of the United States among you, ¢
to ask you to lend your aceclamations to those of General Clay, and my ov
when L offer the name of Rear-Admiral Greig, coupled with that of the gove
of Cronstadt, the officers and crew of this Russo- ican squadron, |

- The nine cheers demanded by Mr. Bergh being given, and counted by k
as they were pronounced—

General Greig E&m rose and said : That the toast to Mr. I t reming
him of the one without which no company on board the vessels of thi squad
ever separated until due honor had done it; therefore, in rising, as
did, for the last time on this occasion, for the purpose of announcing it, he wor

remise by saying that it was a sentiment eminently calculated to disturb t
Eﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂ repose o mandy of his brother officers present; and to substitute, ther
fore, much eighing and blushing on their part, notwithstanding their won
manly indifference to menace and danger of other gort. The truth
gentlemen, the hearts of very many of this 8q n have been stolen fro
them by the fair girls of America ; and, however odd it may seem, with a f
knowledge of the ennrmizof the deed, I rise to propose: “The health
happiness of the ladies of ica,”

18 toast was received by a tornado of applause, amidst which General Cla

rose and proposed :
“ The ]E.djaﬂ of Rusgia.”
Which was in like manner responded to with the most vehement cheers, tige:

&ec., and by which the repast was concluded; and soon thereafter the ministe

and secretary returned on board the yacht, delighted with their reception, ar
immediately started for St. Petersburg, amid the roar of cannon, the shounts {

their gallant entertainers, and the manning of the rigging of all the ships lyir
in the roadstead.
And thus terminated one of those pleasing manifestations of internations

courtesy which, unhappily for the peace, prosperity, and permanent civilizatio
of the world, are far too rare in our time. o -

b

Mr. Seward to Mr. Clay.

No. 81.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, |
Washington, August 29, 1864,

Bir: Your despatch of the 3d instant, No. 50, in relation to telegraphie re

ports of the terms upon which the President is willing to make peace with the

insurgents, and giving the comments of the St. Petersbure J ournal, has bee )
received and submitted to the President,. e

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

F. W. BEWARD,
Acting Secretary.
Cassius M. Cray, Esq., &c., §c., &e. s Y



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE. 297

My, Seward to Mr. Clay.

83.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, September 20, 1864.

Bie: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch of the 22d of Au-
it, No. 51, which gives me a very pleasing account of distinguished courtesies
d to you, and to our country, by the court and the naval authorities of the

{'he President is much gratified with these manifestations of Russian good

I am, sir your obedient servant,
Oassius M. Cravy, Esq., §c., §c., .

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Clay.

. 85.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, Septémber 24, 1864,

Sin: Mr. Hiram Sibley embarked on Wednesday last to visit St. Petersburg.
e goes out as representative of the association which has assumed the construc-
 of the intercontinental telegraph hetween America and Asia across Behring’s
aite. |

1 am informed and believe that the company has obtained adequate subacrip-
ns to imk’utock, and has already made important orders for materials for their
pat wor

You are aware of the deep interest with which this government regards the
hterprise. The President desires that Mr. Sibley may find needful support
hd co-operation at 8t Petersburg, With this view, I send you two copies of
r official letter which I addressed to Mr. Chandler, of the Senate Committee
r Commerce, in which the argument in favor of the enterprise is discussed. I
ave to request you to present Mr. Sibley to Prince Grort w, and, if leave
hall be obtained, to present Mr. Sibley also to his Majesty the Emperor; and
have further to request that you will afford all other facilities in your power
b Mr. Sibley, that he may receive the Bmperor’s favorable consideration for the
roject. I shall deem it a favor if his Imperial Majesty and the Prince will
eign to receive the copies of my letter before mentioned. It will serve to show
hem how sincerely desirous this government is to cultivate an intimate friend-
hip with Ruseia, and how we follow here in her great cause of moral,
aatexial, and social melioration. )i'nn will be at liberty to read this note to
Prince (Gortchacow. . oY

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
| WILLIAM H. SEWRRD.
Cassivs M. Cray, Esq., §v., §o., §v.

Mr. Clay to Mr. Seward.

No. 59.] LeaaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES, .

St, Petersburg, Russia, October 20, 1864.
Sim: Your despatches, Nos. 85, 86, and circular No. 1107, have been received ;
alsa, your reports upon the international telegraph., I think that you do not
§ all overrate the importance of - this great work. I have always of the
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opinion that till great improvements are made in the science of }eljﬁmphing
telegraphs westward from Europe to our continent will be for a practica
purposes failures. The importance, therefore, of the Asiatic route caunot
overestimated, and its practicability is beyond all doubt. You do right in gis
P. M. D. Collins due credit for the projection of the enterprise, which has bx
8o intelligently seconded by the gl:ata Department. It will give me gr
Eleasurﬁ*tu erform the ﬂgmea.hla duty enjoined in your No, 85, and as soon

i8 Imperial Majesty and Prince Gortchacow return, and Messrs, Oolling
Sibley arrive, I shall attend to your instraetions.

I am, very truly, your niedient gervant,

C. M. CLAY
Hon, WiLLiam H. SEwarbp, |

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Clay.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, |

| o Waskington, December 1, 1864.

Dear Sir: I omitted to acknowledge by the last mail the receipt of ya
note of the 12th of October last, which was accompanied by a pamphlet co
taining a report of the proceedings of the Prince Galitzin, Rear-Admiral Les
offsky, Rear-Admiral Greig, and other distinguished officers, in acknowled
ment of the honors paid to the Russian flag, and of the hospitalities extendd
to officers of the imperial navy during the recent visit of the Russian fleet
the United States. The spirit manifested in the remarks of the Russian officex
and in the responses made to them, is hi%hly gratifying. -

I remain, dear sir, yougs very tru |
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Cassius M. Orav, Esq., §¢., §v., &e.

RUSSIAN LEGATION.

Myr. Seward to Mr. Stoeckl.

- DEPARTMENT o¥ SrtaTs,
. Washington, May 27, 1864.
- Sir: I have the honor to communicate a copy of an instruction of this de
partment of the 17th instant, addressed to Mr. Koerner, the United State
minister at Madrid,* in which he is directed to employ his good offices toward
a%igpti_ng the differences which have recently arisen between Spain and Peru
11 it should be deemed to comport with the views of the government of his im
perial Majesty the Enfperor of Russia to give similar orders to the diplomati
representatives of that empire accredited to her Catholic Majesty, no doub
could be entertained that the success of the object of this government in giving
the instruction referred to would be rendered much more probable.

L will, consequently, thank you to bring the matter to the notice of the eab
inet of St. Petersburg, in order that its powerful moral support may, if deemed
advisable, contribute towards the preservation of peace, and the restoration o
entire harmony between the countries adverted to. T

Accept, sir, the renewed assurance of my high consideration,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Mr. Epwarp DE SToECKL, §¢., &v., §e.

*Seo No. 93, May 17, 1864, to Mr. Koerner, published elsewhore in this corrossondence
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Mr. Stoeckl te Mr., Seward.

[Translation.] :
WasHiNgTON, May 20~June 1, 1864.

the Secretary of Stale : |
e imperial government has just transmitted to me a copy of a decision of
council of the empire concerning vessels driven into the ports of Russia un-
stress. Accnrﬂintg to this decigion, all vessels that put into Russian ports,
for the purpose o ing on commercial operations, but in the case of
ter force, (putting in under stress,) for instance of weather, chase by an
, average, want of coal on buard a steamer, or scantiness of provisions,
exempt from all navigation dues. - ’
is measure applies to foreign vessels, as well as to Russian hottoms, with-
t any distinction. ¢
The imperial government inquires of me whether a gimilar law exists in the
jited States, and, in the contrary case, charges me to enter on negotiations
the foderal government, and to invite it to adopt analogous measures to-
s Russian vessels, as an act of the reciprocity which has always made the
of transactions between the two governments. |
Please accept, Mr. Secretary of State, the assurance of my highest considera-

STOECKL.

Hon. WiLtiam H. SEWARD,
' Secretary of State.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Stoeckl. |
- DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, June 13, 1864,

8ir: Referring to your note of the 20th of May (1st instant) relative to a deci-
on of the council of the empire concerning vessels driven into the ports of Russia
der stress, and to your inquiry whether a similar law exists in the United
tates, I have the honor to transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of a
tter upon the subject, of the 6th instant, from Mr. Harrington, Asgistant Secre-
of the Treasury, together with a copy of the act referred 1o, from whieh it
1l be seen that a similar exemption from navigation dues is extended, by ex-
ting laws, to all foreign vessels in porte of the United States.

Accept, sir, the renewed assurance of my very high consideration.

| | WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Mr: EDWARD DE STOECKL, &e., §c.. §r.

My, Harringlon to Mr. Savard.
TrEASURY DEPARTMEXT, June 6, 1864.

Sir: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th
instant, in which you submit for my consideration the proposition of the impe-
rial government of Russia, a8 contained in a note from Mr, de Stoeckl, of 4th
instant, concerning Russian vessels driven by stress into the ports of the United
States, - | |

~ The 60th gection of the act of March 2, 1799, makes ample provision for all
oases of vessels driven by stress into the ports of the United States, to which
you are respectfully referred. 3
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1t has been decided by thls t that every such foreign vessel 1
liable to tonnage dues, nor is the cargo liable to discriminating duties, but sk
regarded as on her way to her port of destination. -

With great respect, -

GEO. HARRINGTON,

Assistant Secretary of the Treasery
Hon. WirLiam H. BEWARD, '

Secretary of State.

Mr. Btoeckl te Mr. Seward.
[ Translation. ]

. WasHINGTON, June 5-17, 1596
Mr. SecrRETARY OF STATE: I have the honor to transmit to you a eof
hereto annexed, of a new regulation concerning merchant vessels of all natio
which may arrive at Cronstadt. This special law is intended for the benefit
the municipal revenues of Cronstadt for the cleansing of vessels. o
I pray you, Mr, Becretary of State, to be so good as to order the publicati
of this regulation through the proper channel.
Please accept, Mr, Becretary of get&tﬁ, the assurance of my high consideratic

STOECEL.
Hon. WiLuiam H. Sewarp, §c., §c., &

REGULATION.
[Translation. ]

On the 17th of Feb last his Majesty the Emperor deigned to sanoction
decision of the council of the empire, of which the wing are the provisions

1. All merchant vessels, as masted and sea-going as coasters, and with
oat masts, arriving at the port of Cronstadt, must pay to the benefit of the mu
nicipal revenues of Cronstadt a speecial tax for their cleansing and the removs
of their filth, to wit: On each voyage, masted sea-going vessels, eopek
each mast; and vessels not masted and coasters, ten copeks each ves

2. The arrangements relative to the cleansing and removal of filth from ves
sols, as well as for the collection of the duty for which they are liable on thk
head, are made in the general order in force by the municipality of Cronstadt
either by means of letting out by public auction, or by commission, as it sha

judge proper.

8. In virtue of the laws in foree, thami]ibalg' governor of Cronstadt is
as the immediate head of the city of Cronstadt, to attend to the execution of the
present regulation.

o ]

My, Seward to Mr.' Stoeckl.

. DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Waskington, July 2, 1864,

Bik: I have the honor fo acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 5-17th
ultimo, communicating to me a copy of a new regulation coneerning merchans
vessels of all nations which may arrive at Cronstadt, and informing mé thag
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8pecial law isintended for the benefit of the municipal revenues of Cron-
It, for the cleansing of vessels.

have the honor to inform you that in compliance with your request I have
ered the publication of the regulation. |
hanking you for the information thus imparted, I beg you to accept, sir, a
ewed agsurance of my high consideration,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Ir. EDWARD DE STOECEL, §¢., &v., &v.

Myr. Stoeckl to My, Seward.

[Translation. ] '

WasHINGTON, July 13-25, 1864.
Mr. BECRETARY OF STATE: According to existing laws of Russia,
cigner who becomes a subject of Russia, and at a later time renounces this
aracter, is obliged to pay before his departure the arilnivalent for the taxes for
¢ years, and some other imposts, to obtain the right to export his pro

e imperial government has informed me that under a na‘l;nl:lguﬁtim
hjects and citizens of C{Jowam by whom the dues above menti are not en-

ced will be exonerated therefrom.,

I have, in consequence, the honor, Mr. Becretary of State, to request you to
form nﬁa if Russiang, who are naturalized tfhmeriem, and who ?&erwardn re-
rn to Russia, taking their prop with them, are subjected to any imposta.

Accept, Mr. Secretary of tat:ge assurance of my very high consideration.

STOECKL.
Hon, WiLniam H. Sewarp,

Secretary of State.

Myr. F. W. Seward to Mr. Stoecl.

DepPARTMENT oF STATE,
. Washington, August 30,1864,
Sir : Referring to your note of the 13-25th ultimo, in regard to a new regula-
on of the imperial government of Russia, removing, on certain conditions the
Ax heretofore imposed upon the ex tion of the property of foreigners who
ter having become naturalized in that country, subsequently renounce the char-
cter of Russian subjects, I have the honor to enclose, in reply, a copy of a
ptter of the 18th instant from the Eeﬁreta.z of the Treasury, from which it ap-
pars that the United States have fulfilled anticipation the conditions referred
, there being no law in force which imposes any such tax in this country.
Aceept, sir, a renewed assurance of my high consideration.

F. W. SEWARD,

Acting Secretary.
Mr. EpwagD pE 8T0ECKL, 4., §v., &e.

Mr. Harrington to My, Seward,
TRrREASURY DEPARTMENT, August 18, 1864,

Sir: I have to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter of August 11, en-
closing a copy of a communication from Mr, De Stoeckl, minister of Russia,
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who inguires whether persons of Russian birth, who have ben naturalized
American citizens and subsequently returned to Russia, are required to pay ¢
impost in order to obtain the privilege of exporting their property.
n reply I have to state that there is no law imposing any such tax as
referred to. w o B
| ith great respect, o
tcting Seretary of the Treas
cling Secretary of the J
Hon. WiLriam H. SBEWARD, o
Secretary of State.

My, Stoecki to Mr. Seward.

[Translation. }

ImpERIAL LEGaTioN oF Russia To THE UNiTED STATES,
Washington, October 16-28, 1864.

Mr. SEcrETARY OF STATE: In the new exequaturs which have been issu
by the President of the United States to Russian consuls, the phrase ¢ consy
may enjoy the “f:i?ilages gtipulated by treaties’” has been introduced in pls
of this : “ consuls may enjoy the privileges granted to the most favored nations

Article VIII of our treaty of commerce stipulates, * the two econtractir
parties shall have the liberty of having in their respective ports consuls, vic
consuls, agents, and commisgioners of their own appointment, who shall enjq
the same privileges and powers as those of the most favored nations.” |

It seems to me that this article indicates clearly that our consuls must enjo
the prerogatives which are or shall be granted to those of other nations ; at ar
rate, I wish to know, in this respeet, the opinion of the federal govérnmen
and I venture to request you, Mr. Secretary of State, to give me information ¢
thiz point, so that I may transinit it to the imperial government,

Please accept, Mr, Sceretary of State, the assurance of my very high cor

sideration,
. STOECKL.
Hon, WitLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State of the United States.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Stoeckl.

DEPARTMERT OF STATE,
Washington, October 29, 1864.

Sir : Thave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 16tk
28th instant, on the subject of the new exequaturs which have been issued by
the President to the Russian consuls in this country.

In reply, I have the honor to state that the object of this measure was ng
to derogate from the stipulation in the treaty between the United States anc
Russia to which you refer. The phrase *“most favored nations,” however, has
been found in practice to be somewhat - indefinite in its character. If any favoy
is extended by this government to a consul of a foreign power, the same favor
will be extended by the executive government of the United States to the
consul of Russia, upon the assurance that the United States consuls in that
empire enjoy a similar favor. T'reaties are in this country, however, subject to
Judicial interpretation, and the rights and privileges of foreign consuls are
placed by the Constitution under the dircet guardianship of the gﬁpl‘ﬂmﬂ Cou
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t was deemed advisable to reserve in the new form of the exequatur a dis-

ination which might be supposed to be called for by the special consular

ventions whieh have been entered into by this government with France, the

therlands, and New Granada.

f the imperial government ghould think proper to negotiate with that of the

ited States a congular convention, similar to those above referred to, an over-

e for that purpose will be willingly entertained. .

ccept, 8ir, a renewed assurance of my very high consideration.
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

r. EDWARD DE STOECKL, &¢., &¢., §v.




