




















Proceedings 19

the seed pods of Asclepias pulchra (incarnata).” In this
same paper the species which they called R. annectans
was observed only on A. pulchra and had two genera-
tions per year. The larvae of the first generation fed in the
stems; the larvae of the second generation fed on the
seeds in pods. During this second generation, “the larvae
feed on the developing seeds usually in the center of the
mass and when full grown pupate in cells composed of
frass, etc., in the middle basal portion of the seed cluster.”
During the first part of October many pupae were found.
By this time all the infested pods had split open on one
side exposing the seeds; the seeds however do not
disperse being webbed up and held together. During the
first ten days of October the beetles leave the infested
seeds and disappear” (Weiss and Dickerson 1921).

A third explanation may be that some of the reports in the
scientific literature that R. lineaticollis feed in the pods
are wrong and are not backed up by more intensive life-
cycle studies. Perhaps it may have been an originally
flawed observational study that has been passed on
through the years in various journals.

A fourth, but unlikely, explanation is that there actually
may be a population of R. lineaticollis whose larvae feed
in the pods.

CONCLUSIONS

A better understanding of the relationships among insect
herbivores and their milkweed hosts can be achieved by
including a larger number of the rarer species of Asclepias
species than is usually the case.
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