





WHY I AM INTERESTED IN THE CRAFTSMAN KITCHEN%' |

sturdy beams, no more open fireplaces of uncut stone, no more
casements on hand-wrought hinges, no more rush-covered chairs re
more classic beds. » IO
A riot of discord, measured only by the “cost,” became the neyw
standard by which social distinction obtained envious recognition
Tt was no longer “All I can,” but “All I Can Afford.” Into this
barbarous bastardy, with all its spurious beatification, in which the
only things real were ugliness and folly, was also dragged the lust
for novelty that would titillate the palate. %
Food was no longer looked upon as an essential, and cookery
became a clash in which chef strove with chef to produce a startli
color scheme or a fine frenzy of flavor without regard to the laws of
nutrition or the capacity of the master and his guests to dispose of
the abominations inflicted upon them. g
As the gingerbread school of hashed houses and bazaared pabulum
developed, the notional indolence of fashion surrendered the un-
recognized responsibilities of the home kitchen to the food factory.
There were no laws in the land that obliged the prepared-food
industry, which spread like an epidemic, to heed the meaning of
sanitation or the dangers of chemical sophistication. There is no
law to this day that defines for the food manufacturer the meaning
of common-decency or that obliges him to recognize that foremost
champion of human happiness.
Food soon became as artificial as the houses in which it was served.
The artifice was not suspected. By millions it is not suspected to
this day.

I IARVEY W. WILEY rebuked every Congress for twenty-five
years, but he did not succeed in convincing the representatives
of a befuddled people that the food world had become crazed

in its pursuit of gain, until June thirty, nineteen hundred and six.

Then came the famous food and drugs act of that date, and the

entire country shuddered for a moment at the hideous disclosures of

evil which it provoked—and promptly forgot the shock and its
significance. ; :

Had there been sufficient indignation in the land to rise to the
disclosures of that hour, Stickley’s work of reform in the cause he has
espoused would no longer be necessary, for the reason that any people,
capable of dealing adequately with such disclosures as were made
then and as are being made still, would also be capable of dispensing
with the need of reformers of Stickley’s kind. Wiley’s work has but
commenced and Stickley’s is newer still. Both are pioneers.

The Craftsman has the advantage, for he numbers thousands of
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well-trained and enthusiastic follower.s where Wiley numbers not
more than one or two in each State. Stickley knows that in the eter-
nal destiny of things the forward movement which he has fathered
will contribute impetus to the Wiley movement, and so his pursuit
of truth and honesty has embraced the fundamentals of the kitchen
in his scheme of perfecting the American home.

It is this amazing fidelity to the light as it has broken in upon
him and this inspiringly persistent cooperation with grace which
have caused him to include in the Craftsman Building a restaurant,
a kitchen and a pure food emporium. Here such foods as surpass
the all too meager requirements of the federal law by their own self-
constituted standards of perfection, maintained in the face of corrupt
competition, and which are higher than the politically compromised
standards of federal and state enactment, are being gathered as fitting
adjuncts to the general scheme of Craftsman reform.

Here those manufacturers who do appreciate the significance
of sanitation and common decency and who refuse to tolerate the
legal trickery granted to them by the law as it stands or in many
instances by the actual absence of any law, have the opportunity
of identifying their virtues with one of the most remarkable move-
ments of the century.

In the Craftsman kitchen reform has been consummated. It is
on exhibition daily. It stands like a beacon on a cliff and sets up an
example for every eating-house in the world to follow. None of the
arts of cookery which conspire to the legitimate achievement of
daintiness and charm are neglected in the Craftsman pursuit of
purity and wholesomeness. The legalized chemical preservatives,
chemical bleachers, chemical glazes, chemical flavors, inert fillers
and extenders, coal tar dyes and grossly impoverished foods, however
popular, can find no place on the Craftsman bill-of-fare.

The details of this noteworthy addition to the Craftsman program
of reform are so inspiring to the dietician and the connoisseur that I
promise the readers of this article to explain them in all their signif-
lcance in some later issue of THE CRAFTSMAN, at which time I will
also present further facts with regard to the Craftsman pure food
emporium.

el "

Al I Mz

| |j‘

533



